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THE DESERT FOXES EXIT THE WORLD CUP WITH THEIR HEADS HELD 

HIGH  

 

As the song goes, Algeriaôs national soccer team members ñThe Desert Foxesò gave it their 

all, but their all was not good enough. On June 23, in Pretoria, the Algerian team was 

defeated by the U.S. Squad, suffering elimination from the rest of the competition by a 

single goal, scored at the 92nd minute of a game high in competition, physical endurance, 

and fair play. 

 

Coach Rabah Saâdane and his players may have lost a game but they have earned their spot 

at the 2010 World Cup and highly deserved to be the only Arab country to make it through 

the tough selection process leading to South Africa. Special kudos go to the revelation on 

the Algerian squad, the extraordinarily skilled Algerian goalkeeper, Raµs MôBolhi, who did 

save the day on numerous occasions. 

 

Indeed, the Desert Foxes had rocks hurled at them, injuring several of them. They were 

surrounded by violent and hostile crowds in Cairo, Egypt. They were supported in 

Khartoum, Sudan, adored and criticized in Algeria, but they held their own and showed one 

of the worldôs best teams, England, that they were no easy piece of cake ï in fact, they were 

much tougher than Wayne Roonie and his teammates expected. 

 

In the end, Sa©daneôs boys have exited the rest of the competition in South Africa, scoreless 

but certainly not soulless. They have made it to the court of the great ones. They competed 

with zeal but lacked the ñoomphò that teams need to win. Maybe, the next time around. 

This team may have lost a game, but Algeria and Algerians everywhere have earned a new 

team that can win. Yes, they can! 



OFFICIALS½ ACTIVITIES 

PRIME MINISTER OUYAHIA MEETS WITH THE IMF DIRECTOR FOR THE 

MIDDLE EAST -CENTRAL ASIA  

  

Prime Minister Ahmed OUYAHIA met on June 15, 2010, with the 

Director for the Middle East-Central Asia at the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), Mr. Masood Ahmed, who was visiting Algeria. 

The governor of the Bank of Algeria, Mr. Mohamed Laksaci, attended 

the meeting. 

PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA IN CANADA FOR THE G8 SUMMIT  

 

The President of the Republic, Mr. Abdelaziz BOUTEFLIKA, is taking 

part in the Africa segment proceedings of the G8 Summit meeting 

convening in Muskoka, Canada. 

Along with six of his African peers, the Head of the State will 

participate in a dialogue with his counterparts from G8 member 

countries over the ways and means to strengthen the Africa-G8 

partnership, initiated on the occasion of the launching of the NEPAD in 

2001. 

In this respect, the Heads of State and Government will namely review the prospects of 

achieving the Millennium Development Objectives highlighting, in particular, the measures 

required at the national, regional, and global level, in order to efficiently reach the goals 

relating to the health of mothers, newborns, and infants, as set by the Millennium Summit 

Declaration held in 2000. 

They will examine as well the modalities for a more substantial support by the G8 to 

African efforts aimed at preserving stability, security, and peace on the continent. 

Finally, they will take part in an assessment of the enforcement of the commitments 

included in the partnership platforms adopted on the occasion of the successive G8 summit 

meetings. 
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ALGERIA AND THE EU AGREED ON A REVISION OF THE TIMETABLE OF THE 

DISMANTLING OF TARIFFS  

 

With a view towards assessing the implementation of the Association Agreement between Algeria 

and the European Union, Minister for Foreign Affairs Mourad Medelci co-chaired the 5th session of 

the Algeria-EU Association Council with Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs Miguel Angel 

Moratinos, whose country currently holds the EU Presidency. 

  

The meeting, which took place five years after the entry into force of the Association Agreement, 

enabled both sides to review the current state and prospects of cooperation between Algeria and the 

European Union in its multiple dimensions - political, economic, commercial, financial, cultural, 

and human. 

  

On this occasion, Algeria insisted on underlining the significance with which it views its relations 

with the European Union and its willingness to strengthen them further based on the reciprocal 

interest of the two parties. 

 

Mr. Medelci called on the European Union to reexamine its timetable of the dismantling of tariffs 

provided for by the Association Agreement concluded in 2002 and enforced in 2005. The European 

partners have responded positively to the revision request.  

 

(For more details see the web site: www.algeria-us.org) 

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS MOURAD MEDELCI ADDRESSES ñDIPLOMACY 

AND CHALLENGES FACING THE ALGERIAN ECONOMYò AT THE HIGHER WAR 

COLLEGE  

 

Diplomacy and the strategic challenges raised by the diversification of the 

Algerian economy required by globalization were the topic of an address 

delivered on June 10 by Minister for Foreign Affairs Mourad Medelci at the 

Higher War College in Tamentfoust, Algiers. Speaking before a large 

audience of the Collegeôs senior brass, Mr. Medelci reviewed diplomatic 

action conducted by Algeria at various stages of the diversification process, 

in the framework of its global strategy, and discussed the constraints, both 

domestic and foreign, that emerged in that respect. Pursuing, he highlighted 

the assets, mechanisms, and instruments used by the State to facilitate access 

to technologies, lessen the vulnerability of national economy due to its 

dependence on the energy sector and diversify its non-hydrocarbon supply 

and export networks. 
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INCREASING THE INVOLVEMENT OF 

THE ALGERIAN COMMUNITY LIVING 

ABROAD IN NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT  

 

The Secretary of State to the Minister for 

Foreign Affairs in charge of the National 

Community Living Abroad, Mr. Halim 

Benatallah, said on June 7, that he will strive to 

strengthen the contribution of the members of 

that community to different projects of national 

development. 

Speaking at the transition ceremony with Mr. 

Djamel Ould Abbès, who was designated 

Minister of Health, Population, and Hospital 

Reform, Mr. Benatallah said that ñunification of 

the Algerian community living abroadò in order 

to strengthen its involvement in the national 

development process is one of ñthe strategic 

objectivesò of his Secretariat. To that end, he 

said that he intended to be ñlisteningò to the 

concerns of the community living abroad, 

particularly in view of the ñdifficultò economic 

environment currently prevailing. 

ñPRACTICALò MEASURES 

PLANNED TO CREATE ñBEST 

CONDITIONSò FOR VISIT BY 

NATIONALS LIVING ABROAD  

 

The Secretary of State to the Minister for 

Foreign Affairs in charge of the Algerian 

Community Living Abroad, Mr. Halim 

Benatallah, declared on June 10, that the 

authorities have taken a series of ñpracticalò 

measures to create the best possible 

conditions enabling nationals living 

overseas to enjoy their visit at home during 

the summer vacation. Speaking to the press, 

on the margins of a working session by the 

committee in charge of establishing 

favorable visiting conditions for the 

community living overseas, Mr. Benatallah 

announced ñthe enforcement of a special 

and urgent programò aimed at supporting 

Algerian nationals living abroad and 

ensuring that ñvisiting nationals are given 

the required attention at all times at all 

entry ports.ò 

AU COMMISSIONER FOR PEACE AND SECURITY RAMTANE LAMAMRA CALLS 

FOR CONTINENT -WIDE LAW PROHIBITING PAYMENT OF RANSOMS TO 

TERRORIST GROUPS 

 

Existing African antiterrorist laws have been applied in a ñdissimilarò manner 

and their potential has not yet been ñfullyò achieved, declared the African Union 

Commissioner for Peace and Security Ramtane Lamamra, addressing the 4th 

Meeting of the Focal Points convening at the African Centre for the Study and 

Research on terrorism (CAERT) on June 13, in Algiers. Mr. Lamamra said that 

because ñAfrica aspires to be a violence-free continent, it cannot resign itself to 

be perceived as fertile ground for terrorism and as exporter of insecurityò, before 

adding that ñzero-tolerance policy regarding the phenomenon of terrorism and 

trans-border crime needs to be a policy applied at all times.ò The African Union Commissioner for 

Peace and Security further warned that against the ability of terrorism to adapt and to gain strength 

from connections to other transnational crimes. 

For his part, the Acting Director General of CAERT, Dr. Lyès Boukra, said that the African Union 

is putting the final touch to ña model law against the payment of ransomsò to terrorist groups under 

any guise whatsoever. The legislation will be written in such a way as to enable AU countries ñto 

incorporate its provisions into national lawò, declared Dr. Boukra. 

 




