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NUCLEAR SECURITY SUMMIT  

 ñAlgeria has chosen to use atomic energy 

exclusively for civilian usesò  
  

ñAlgeria is part of a majority of countries that have 

chosen to use atomic energy exclusively for civilian 

ends, including for research and developmentò, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs Mourad Medelci 

declared in Washington. ñMy country considers 

that securing civil nuclear facilities and materials is 

a process permanently in need of improvement and 

strengthening,ò stated Mr. Medelci in a declaration 

made at the Summit on Nuclear Security. 

  

In this framework, he recalled that Algeria has 

adopted legislative, regulatory, and practical 

measures, mentioning, for instance, its ratification 

of the Convention on the Physical Protection of 

Nuclear Material and Facilities, deposited with the 

IAEA, as amended by the Conference of States 

Parties in July 2005 and its adhesion to UN 

Security Council Resolution 1540 and to the 

submission of periodic and regular reports on its 

implementation at the national level. 

INTENSE DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY IN 

WASHINGTON FOR MR. MOURAD 

MEDELCI  

 

Foreign Affairs Minister Mourad Medelci led an 

intense diplomatic activity on the margins of the 

Summit on Nuclear Security convened in 

Washington. 

  

On April 13, Mr. Medelci met with U.S. Secretary 

of State Hillary Clinton. They reviewed the state 

of the relations between the two countries and 

expressed their satisfaction with ñthe quality and 

densityò of those ties and agreed to pursue their 

efforts to strengthen and develop them further. 

  

Furthermore, at the State Department as well, Mr. 

Medelci held a working session with Assistant 

Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs Jeffrey 

Feltman. 

  

Minister for Foreign Affairs Mourad Medelci also 

attended a working luncheon with U.S. Vice 

President Joe Biden alongside the other heads of 

delegation of ten non-aligned countries. The 

luncheon gave the heads of delegation the 

opportunity to exchange views on nuclear security 

as well as on the upcoming Non-Proliferation 

Treaty Review Conference scheduled to take place 

in May in New York. 

  

Mr. Medelci also met with several heads of 

delegation and held talks with a number of his 

foreign counterparts attending the Washington 

Summit on Nuclear Security. 
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CHIEF OF STAFF OF PEOPLEôS NATIONAL ARMY CALLS FOR CONCERTED STRATEGY TO 

COMBAT MIGRATING THREATS  

 

Lieutenant General Ahmed Gaµd Salah, Chief of Staff of the Peopleôs National Army (ANP), called for 

designing and implementing a ñconcerted strategyò by the countries of the Sahel-Sahara region to combat 

migrating threats. Speaking at the opening session of a meeting by the Chiefs of Staff of the countries of the 

Sahel (Algeria, Mali, Niger, Mauritania, Libya, Chad, and Burkina Faso) convened in Algiers with the 

objective of ñpromoting security cooperation and coordination and developing together an adequate 

mechanism to combat terrorism and its connectionsò, Lieutenant General Ahmed Gaµd Salah said that Algeria 

ñis honored to host this forum of consultation and dialogue aiming to examine collective defense and security 

issues and to overcome any potential misunderstandings in order to design and implement a concerted 

strategy to combat migrating threats.ò The Chief of Staff of the ANP said that this meeting follows up on the 

conference held last March by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the countries involved and intends to 

ñcoordinate our fightò in order to ñenable our respective political authorities to devote their efforts to pursuing 

economic and social development for the benefit of our peoples.ò 

ALGERIA, MALI, MAURITANIA, NIGER SET UP JOINT OPERATION STAFF COMMITTEE ON 

APRIL 21 IN TAMANRASSET  

 

A joint operational staff committee, made up of Algeria, Mali, Mauritania and Niger, has been installed on 

April 21, in Tamanrasset (Algeria) in a bid to strengthen military and security cooperation among those 

countries, a National Defense ministry's communiqué disclosed. The set up of the committee is part of the 

measures taken jointly, by the army chiefs of  staff of those countries, during the meeting held on August 12 

and 13, 2009 in Tamanrasset, the source stressed.   
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ALGERIA AND THE UNITED STATES 

SIGN LEGAL AND JUDICIAL 

COOPERATION CONVENTION  

 

A legal and judicial cooperation agreement 

was signed on April 7 at the ministry of 

Justice in Algiers between Algeria and the 

United States of America, as US Attorney 

General Eric Holder arrived in the country 

leading an important delegation on an official 

visit. 

The cooperation agreement was signed by the 

heads of the Justice Departments of both 

countries who have examined the ways and 

means to strengthen Algerian-American legal 

and judicial cooperation and to reinforce their 

bilateral relations, namely in the area of 

training. 

Upon arriving in Algiers, Attorney General 

Eric Holder underlined the significance of 

legal cooperation between Algeria and the 

United States, saying that ñthe signature of 

this agreement is an indicator of the progress 

we have achieved togetherò and adding that it 

ñwill make it possible to strengthen further 

the excellent cooperation relations existing 

between the two countries.ò 

Moreover, the US official indicated that he 

would discuss several issues of mutual 

interest with his Algerian counterpart, Mr. 

Tayeb Belaiz, Minister of Justice and Holder 

of the Seals. 

In a statement made on this occasion, Mr. 

Belaiz said that the signature of the 

agreement with the United States is 

testimony of ñour shared willingness and 

determination to cooperate in order to combat 

criminality under all its forms.ò 

US ATTORNEY GENERAL EMPHASIZES 

CONVERGENCE OF VIEWPOINTS 

BETWEEN ALGERIA AND UNITED STATES  

  

Attorney General of the United States Eric H. 

Holder stressed the convergence of viewpoints 

between Algeria and the US with respect to many 

issues of common interests as well as several 

regional and international issues.  

Speaking at a press briefing, Mr. Eric Holder 

dubbed "productive and fruitful" the discussions he 

had with Algerian officials. "We talked as friends," 

and not only as allies, the US official said, adding 

"we see the world in similar ways." "I discussed, 

with President Bouteflika, about a wide range of 

issues of common interest, and not only the mutual 

legal assistance treaty we signed today (04/07/10)," 

he stressed.      

U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL MEETS WITH 

MINISTER OF INTERIOR AND LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS 

 

Minister of State, Minister of Interior and Local 

Governments, Mr. Nourredine Yazid Zerhouni, met 

on April 7 with U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder. 

  

In a statement made to the media after the meeting, 

Mr. Holder expressed the satisfaction of U.S. 

President Barack Obama with respect to the quality 

of the relations between Algeria and the United 

States of America and the peoples of both countries. 

  

ñRelations between our two countries are strong and 

solidò, said Mr. Holder, adding that ñour two 

countries are facing the same problems and must 

work together to solve them, namely with regards to 

the fight against terrorism, drug trafficking, and 

cybercrime.ò 
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ALGERIA -USA: PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION  

 

The Peopleôs National Assembly organized, jointly with the U.S. National Conference 

of State Legislatures (NCSL-USA), a three-day workshop under the topic 

ñParliamentary Ethics, Deontology of Elected Officials in Exercising their Mandateò. 
The objective of the workshop is to provide technical training and improvement to 

Algerian parliamentarians, legislative staff, and staff from various institutions and 

ministries. It is led by American experts from legislatures of the States of Colorado, 

Kansas, Oregon, and the District of Columbia, including Peggy Kerns, former member of the House of 

Representatives of the State of Colorado, Lana Oleen, former majority leader in the Kansas State Senate, 

Bruce Starr, Senator from Oregon, Rebecca Lannahan, former head of legal and legislative services of the 

State of Colorado, and Christy Delafield, NCLS International Programs Coordinator. 

The workshop was officially opened on behalf of the Speaker of the PNA by Vice-Speaker Mohamed 

Bourayou, who underlined that the workshop is intended to provide technical training and help improve the 

performance of parliamentarians as well as staff from the legislature and state institutions and ministries.  

ñIt is the 24th instance of Algerian-American parliamentary cooperation and, in view of the satisfactory 
results reached so far, we hope to expand this cooperation even further in the futureò, said Mr. Bourayou, 

adding that ñsuch initiatives give our two countries, as partners in parliamentary activity, the opportunity to 

compare their experience, competences, and to increase their relations by laying bridges between our 

institutions, our elected members, and our staffs.ò He added that ñthis is an appropriate occasion for us to take 

advantage of the 200-year experience enjoyed by the United States in parliamentary historyò and that 

ñparliamentary ethics, as deontology code, should not be confused with ethics, which is the strict adherence to 

legality as represented by established by laws and regulationsò, underlining that ñwe need to gain 

methodological tools for reflection.ò 

The workshop included a communications training interactive session, followed by discussions, round tables, 

and an assessment session. NCSL members discussed the ethical climate in States as well as Native American 

tribal governments and the growing trends in ethics laws. Then they discussed at length differences between 
deontology and ethics, the perception of both concepts in legislative work, and define the meaning of acting 

ethically for members of Parliament and for legislative staff. 

Participants also watched a documentary presented by the American legislators and depicting three situations 

of ethical dilemmas. They discussed specific roles vested in parliament members and staff and the implicit 

moral contract which exists between them. Generally speaking, the workshop intendedto discuss 

parliamentary ethics as behavioral deontology code for the elected members and the staff assisting them, on 

the basis of universal principles in terms of values and rules regulating the political profession in all its 

specific aspects.  

MINISTER KHELIL MEETS WITH U.S. DEPUTY SECRETARY OF ENERGY  

  

During his recent visit to the United States, Minister of Energy and Mining Chakib Khelil met with U.S. Ener-

gy Deputy Secretary of Energy Daniel B. Poneman. 

  
During the meeting, held on April 6 at the U.S. Department of Energy, ñthe discussions dealt, namely, with 

the current state of the (natural) gas market as well as with bilateral cooperation in the energy sectors.ò 

  

Mr. Khelil, who was in the United States on a working visit from April 2-6, has also taken part in the Algerian

-American Energy Forum, jointly organized by the Embassy of Algeria and the US-Algeria Business Council 

(USABC). On that occasion, Mr. Khelil chaired a panel discussion on opportunities for partnerships between 
Algerian and American companies in the hydrocarbon and new and renewable energy areas. 


