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STATEMENT BY THE SPOKESMAN 
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AFFAIRS ON THE RELEASE OF 

TERRORISTS BY THE 

GOVERNMENT OF MALI ( February 

23, 2010) 

 

“The Government of Algeria has 

decided to recall for consultation its 

Ambassador in Bamako, following the 

decision of the Government of Mali to 

release four terrorists it was holding, 

under the deceptive claim that they had 

been tried and had served their 

sentence. 

The Government of Algeria vigorously 

condemns and denounces this 

unfriendly attitude by the Government 

of Mali which has shown its disregard 

for the bilateral Convention on judicial 

cooperation signed by the two 

countries and on the basis of which 

Algeria had requested in September 

2009 and once again in February 2010 

the extradition of two Algerian citizens 

wanted for prosecution for terrorist 

acts. 

The Government of Algeria underlines 

that the decision reached by the 

Government of Mali is in violation of 

pertinent and binding United Nations 

Security Council resolutions and 

bilateral, regional and international 

commitments in the fight against 

terrorism. 

The Government of Algeria recalls that 

the decision of the Government of Mali 

to release terrorists wanted by 

neighboring countries is a dangerous 

development for security and stability 

in the Sahel-Sahara region and 

objectively serves the interests of the 

terrorist group active in the region 

under the banner of Al Qaeda. 

In view of these dangerous 

developments for the security and 

stability of the Sahel-Sahara region, the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 

summoned the Ambassador of Mali to 

demand explanations regarding this 

decision of the Government of Mali.” 

PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA HAILS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 

FEBRUARY 24 IN THE COUNTRYôS HISTORY 

February 24, 1956, and February 24, 1971, represent two major 

landmarks in Algeria’s history as the date of establishment of the 

General Union of Algerian Workers (UGTA) in the early days of the 

war for national independence, for the former, and the date of 

nationalization of hydrocarbon resources, for the latter. Both 

decisions, considered historic because of their consequences for the 

country’s history and economy, have always embodied a sense of 

commitment to justice and freedom and an affirmation of national 

pride and control over the country’s future. While UGTA’s creation 

took place at a time when Algeria’s popular movement had strongly 

coalesced around the need for armed struggle for national 

independence, nationalization of hydrocarbons intervened at period 

when control over national resources was deemed imperative for the 

country’s sovereignty, economic development, and consolidation of 

national independence. 

This year, this dual commemoration gave the opportunity to President 

Abdelaziz Bouteflika to celebrate those two historic landmarks and to 

hail the role and achievements of UGTA. In a speech delivered on 

February 23, 2010, the Head of the State called the union’s 

contribution “remarkable both during the fight against colonialism and 

for national independence and for its mobilization of workers to 

address the challenge of nationalizing hydrocarbons in the recovery 

process of natural resources.” UGTA’s commitment, said the 

President, is still strong today as the union continues to support the 

government’s program to reform and strengthen the economy and 

preserve and solidify social stability. 

In this respect, Mr. Bouteflika highlighted the results of the previous 

five-year plan (2005-2009) and said that such “significant 

accomplishments” were made despite “an unfavorable international 

context characterized by the emergence of a financial crisis that 

rapidly turned into an economic and social crisis that affected our 

external financial resources.” Nonetheless, added the President, that 

context did not lessen the commitment of public authorities to invest 

$200 billion in the national economy. “The State is determined to 

pursue its move forward to eliminate unemployment” thanks to a 

policy of economic recovery and support for job creation, said Mr. 

Bouteflika, adding that over the years the State has devoted significant 

expenditures to improve living conditions for the population, namely 

through access to drinking water (93%), electricity (98%), natural gas 

(43%), and housing. In this context, the President called on UGTA to 

sustain its efforts in support of the government’s programs and 

initiatives and to “act as a single man to help improve productivity” 

and support economic and social progress. 

For more, please read the integral address by President Abdelaziz 

Bouteflika, accessible online at www.algeria-us.org. 

http://www.algeria-us.org
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER MOURAD MEDELCI IN GENEVA TO ATTEND 13TH SESSION OF 

UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  

 

Foreign Affairs Minister Mourad Medelci led a large official delegation to the proceedings of the high-level 

meeting of the United Nations Human Rights Council, which started on February 28 in Geneva, Switzerland. Held 

once a year, the meeting is an opportunity for high level officials from various countries to address the Council and 

discuss human rights issues of interest to their respective governments.  

 Mr. Medelci took the floor to review namely the progress achieved by Algeria over the past year in the area of 

promotion and protection of human rights. He also met on the margins of the meeting with various foreign 

counterparts and UN high officials, including Mrs. Navanethem Pillay, the UN High Commissioner for Human 

Rights. It should also be noted that, a week earlier, Algeria had hosted at its request the informal advisory meeting 

on the review of operating and working methods of the Human Rights Council. The meeting was the first held in a 

developing country. 

Full text of the opening remarks is available  at: www.algeria-us.org/content/view/294/218 

ñALGERIA WELCOMES ALL PARTNERS WILLING TO WORK POSITIVELY WITH HERò, SAID 

MINISTER MOURAD MEDELCI  

 

Speaking after his meeting on February 18, 2010, with U.S. Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Manufacturing 

and Services Nicole Lamb-Hale who was heading a large official delegation, Foreign Affairs Minister Mourad 

Medelci declared that Algeria welcomes all “positive” and “well-intentioned” economic partners. Mr. Medelci 

noted that Algerian-American cooperation can develop in several (additional) areas and mentioned that the visiting 

U.S. delegation included representatives from major American corporations, already active in the country in “key 

and important areas of interest to Algeria.” 

The Algerian Minister of Foreign Affairs said that the visit undertaken by Ms. Lamb-Hall and the accompanying 

delegation represented “a very positive step” for the development of economic relations between Algeria and the 

United States and for the diversification of the country’s economy to include areas other than the hydrocarbon 

sector. Development of bilateral cooperation in various sectors could enable Algeria to manufacture and export a 

greater range of products. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Manufacturing and Services Nicole Lamb-Hale said that relations 

between our two countries are “very strong” and called Algeria “an important partner” of the United States in the 

region. She also said that the multiple meetings she held with Algerian officials and representatives from Algeria’s 

civil society have left “very encouraged”, adding that the large trade delegation from 24 U.S. corporations was 

“absolutely fascinated and captivated by the business opportunities that Algeria has to offer.” “We are convinced 

that thanks to technology transfer and the sharing of know-how, Algeria and the United States will have mutually 

beneficial relations”, she added. 

DEATH OF MR. ALI TOUNSI, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NATIONAL SECURITY  

On February 26, the Ministry of Interior and Local Governments issued the following communiqué announcing the 

death of Director General of National Security Mr. Ali Tounsi on February 25, 2010: 

“The death of Mr. Tounsi, Director General of National Security, occurred during a working session, in the course of 

which a police official, apparently gripped by an attack of madness, used his weapon and fatally wounded Colonel 

Tounsi, thereafter using the weapon to seriously injure himself and was transferred to a hospital. In this painful 

circumstance, the Minister of State, Minister of Interior and Local Governments extends his sincere condolences and 

expresses his deep sympathy to the family of the deceased and to the whole body of National Security and would like 

to underscore the patriotism of the late Colonel Ali Tounsi, companion of the war of liberation and invaluable official 

who devoted his entire life to serve the nation, fighting against terrorism over the past sixteen years and modernizing 

National Security forces. The Minister of State, Minister of Interior and Local Governments calls on all members of the 

General Directorate of National Security to maintain the impulse and momentum set in motion by the deceased in the 

pursuit of the missions at the service of the institutions of the Republic. A judicial investigation is underway to 

determine the circumstances of this painful event.” 
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HIGH U.S. OFFICIAL: ñPUTTING ALGERIA ON A BLACK LIST IS NOT GOING TO DISSUADE 

U.S. BUSINESS PEOPLE FROM INVESTING IN THIS COUNTRYò 

 

“The U.S. business community is really interested in the Algerian market, which is one of the major markets 

in the Maghreb region, and American companies are showing unequaled willingness to diversify trade 

cooperation between the two countries”. This statement, made on February 17 by U.S. Assistant Secretary of 

Commerce for Manufacturing and Services Nicole Y. Lamb-Hale at a press conference held at the Hilton 

Hotel in Algiers, appears to reflect the strong desire of U.S. businesses to invest in the Algerian market, 

specifically in non-hydrocarbons sectors. However, how risky is it to invest in a risky country, considering 

that Algeria is on a black list recently established by the United States in the wake of the incident that 

occurred last December on the Amsterdam-Detroit flight, despite the fact that the highest U.S. official 

authorities had labeled Algeria with the glorious title of “privileged partner in the fight against international 

terrorism”? 

 

Trying to minimize the significance of the unilateral decision reached by the Obama Administration, which 

proclaimed that “no country is being singled out by such a measure” and that the measure is “not 

discriminating against anyone” but is “only intended to protect American citizens”, the same official speaking 

in Algiers replied that trade relations with Algeria will not be affected. Evidence of that: the presence in 

Algeria of “the large delegation” led by a newly-appointed high U.S. Commerce Department official. “I 

would like to know that I started in this position only last week and my visit to Algeria is my first trip 

overseas”, said Ms. Lamb-Hale in her attempt to convince her audience, before adding that for the first time in 

15 years the U.S. Embassy in Algeria now has an Assistant specifically dealing with trade issues. In the same 

vein, Ms. Lamb-Hale added that the business climate is far from being an obstacle for American investors, 

considering that anything relating to the investment climate is taken into consideration by U.S. companies, 

namely those operating in Algeria. 

In this respect, and regarding recent measures taken by the Algerian Government, in particular those included 

in the 2009 Finance and Trade Law, Ms. Lamb-Hale considered that “Algeria is a sovereign country and 

therefore free to take and enforce any decision that it wishes.” 

With the “proviso”, however, that American businesspeople hope to see greater “transparence and continuity 

in business.” Ms. Lamb-Hale said that “U.S. companies operating in this country have access to several 

markets for investment. What matters in the case of Algeria is the element of transparence and continuity in 

business, particularly when we’re dealing with laws and regulations. We are hoping to reach a new series of 

framework agreements in trade and investment”, before emphasizing that “This is the intent of the Algerian 

officials.” Saying that the volume of trade exchanges between Algeria and the United States is close to $21 

billion, with $20 billion covering Algerian exports to the U.S., the speaker said that her country, contrary to 

what one may have been led to believe, really intends to support Algeria’s membership application to join the 

World Trade Organization. How then, when some European countries and the United States have been doing 

everything they could to delay Algeria’s access to that organization, as pointed out by the Algerian Minister 

of Trade, Mr. El Hachemi Djaaboub? 

The answer is the following: “A few years ago, we had a development program in which we held meetings 

with the Algerian side and the issue was raised to seriously look for ways to help Algeria.” 

One other topic raised during the press conference dealt with success opportunities in Algeria, particularly in 

view of the fierce competition opposing U.S. firms to companies from other countries. Ms. Lamb-Hale said 

that “American products are excellent and American firms are not afraid of competition”, adding that 

“American companies intend to diversify their activity to other non-hydrocarbon sectors and the evidence of 

that is their presence in Algeria. In fact, they are active in water technology, services, and military 

equipment.” 

 

It is worth indicating that, in addition to meetings with Algerian leaders, the visit agenda of this Obama 

Administration high official includes meetings with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Finance. Yesterday, 

she met with Minister of Trade El Hachemi Djaaboub.  
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T H E  D E P U T Y  C O O R D I N A T O R , 

PROGRAMS DIRECTORATE AT THE 

OFFICE OF THE COORDINATOR FOR 

COUNTERTERRORISM IN ALGIERS  
 

The United States considers 

Algeria as one of its "best 

partners" in terms of security and 

fight against terrorism, said Gina 

Abercrombie-Winstanley, the 

Deputy Coordinator, Programs Directorate at the 

Office of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism, 

on February 4, 2010, in Algiers. 

  

Ms. Abercrombie-Winstanley, on a working visit 

to Algeria, said her country has benefited from 

Algeria's counterterrorism experience, adding 

that the two countries "have excellent 

cooperative relationship in several fields." 

Concerning counterterrorism cooperation, the US 

official said she has had "technical" and 

"political" discussions with Algerian officials, 

adding that the Algerian side expressed its 

readiness to deepen bilateral cooperation in the 

field.  

THE UNITED STATES SUPPORT ALGERIAôS 

DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAR ENERGY 

FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES 

 

 

President Obama’s Special 

Envoy for Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Susan F. Burk 

declared in Algiers on February 

22, 2010, that the United States 

support Algeria’s program to 

develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes and 

underlined that the two countries enjoy “fruitful” 

relations in that area. Speaking at a press conference 

held at the U.S. Embassy in Algiers, Ms. Burk 

declared that “the United States of America support 

all countries that develop nuclear energy for 

peaceful purposes, including Algeria” and said that 

cooperation between the two countries in the area is 

“excellent”, before recalling that a U.S.-Algerian 

twinning convention already links nuclear 

experimental labs in both countries. 

AMERICAN COMPANIES SHOW INTEREST FOR HOUSING SECTOR PROJECTS  

 

A U.S. delegation including leaders from two major groups specializing in architecture, urban development, 

and production of aluminum building construction systems (housing units and equipment) met at the Ministry 

of Housing and Urban Development, on February 16, 2010. 

 

Meeting with Housing and Urban Development central directors, the American delegation expressed its 

willingness to involve its companies in construction projects involving public housing and equipment, which 

fall under the purview of the ministry. 

 

For its part, the Algerian side, having presented the Algerian experience in the area of construction systems in 

general, has expressed the wish for partnership relations between construction companies from both countries, 

namely in the area of construction engineering and transfer of U.S. know-how. 



February 2010February 2010                        ALGERIA TODAYALGERIA TODAY                                                                                  Page  Page  55  

ALGERIA AND THE SULTANATE OF OMAN DETERMINED TO STRENGTHEN THEIR RELATIONS 

IN VARIOUS AREAS  

 

Meeting in the Omani capital of Muscat from February 21 to February 24, the Joint Algerian-Omani Commission 

underlined its determination to strengthen bilateral relations in various areas. 

In a final communiqué issued February 24 after the end of the proceedings of the 5th session of the Joint Algerian-

Omani Commission, the two parties reaffirmed their determination to strengthen their cooperation to achieve the 

goals set by the President of the Republic, Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika, and Sultan Qaboos Ibn Said, namely by 

striving to “strengthen the bilateral relations in various areas to the best of the interests of the two peoples and their 

aspirations for greater coordination and complementarity.” 

Co-presided by Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Mourad Medelci and his Omani counterpart Mr. Youssef Ben 

Alaoui Benabdellah, the session was sanctioned by the signing of an agreement on maritime transport and another 

between the press agencies of both countries as well as by two memorandums on standards and quality and on 

agriculture. 

The two sides have also signed the minutes of the 5th Joint Algerian-Omani Cooperation Commission. 

Furthermore, the two sides reviewed regional and international issues of mutual interest and in that respect affirmed 

their “convergence of views.” 

The two sides hailed the Arab process of common action engaged in the framework of the charter and the 

agreements of the League of Arab States and expressed their “satisfaction in view of the level of cooperation and 

the coordination between the two countries in various areas” and underlined the importance of “pursuing and 

consolidating that cooperation to the best of the interests of the two peoples in different areas.” 

Referring to the relations of bilateral cooperation, the two sides expressed their satisfaction of the high level reached 

by those relations and stated their willingness to forge ahead and strengthen the process of cooperation in all 

political, economic, trade, industrial and development areas as well as the sectors of education, teaching, 

information, culture, agriculture, sea resources, human resources, and social development and to open new 

prospects for this cooperation, in conformity with the aspiration of their leaderships and the ambitions of their two 

peoples.” 

ALGERIA, EU "SHOULD RETURN TO THE ESSENCE" OF THEIR ASSOCIATION 

AGREEMENT  

The association agreement that Algeria inked with the European Union (EU) is a "complete, comprehensive 

and complex" agreement, said Algeria's Foreign Minister. "After five years of implementing this agreement, 

we have discovered along the way some of its subtleties that are not properly perceived by both sides," 

Mourad Medelci told the press after his meeting with the European Commission's Middle East and South 

Mediterranean Director, Thomas Dupla Del Moral. "We have the feeling, however, that this agreement has 

not only to be understood, but respected, and this the will of Algeria," he said, stressing that "it is out of the 

question that Algeria does not comply with the commitments made." The "most important thing is that this 

agreement is not managed as a legal act," he added. In this sense, he said that both parties "should return to 

the essence of the agreement," which, he said, is "primarily a political will from Algeria and the EU to 

promote cooperation overall."    
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AMBASSADORôS ACTIVITIES: 

 

 

 
MEETING WITH UNDER SECRETARY TAUSCHER  

 

Ambassador Abdallah Baali met on February 16th at the State Department with Ms Ellen 

Tauscher, Under Secretary for Arms Control and International Security. Ambassador Baali 

discussed with Under Secretary Tauscher bilateral cooperation in the field of nuclear 

disarmament and non- proliferation. Mr Baali, who was president of 2000 Nuclear Non 

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference, offered, on this occasion, his views on the 

upcoming NPT Review Conference to be held in New York in may 2010. 

 
MEETING WITH SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT GARY SAMORE  

 

On February 18th Ambassador Abdallah Baali met at the White House with Mr Gary 

Samore, Special Assistant to the President and National Security Council Coordinator for 

Arms Control and Non Proliferation. Ambassador Baali discussed with Mr Samore bilateral 

cooperation in the field of nuclear disarmament and non- proliferation. Mr Baali, who was 

president of 2000 Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference, offered, on 

this occasion, his views on the upcoming NPT Review Conference to be held in New York 

in may 2010. 

SPEAKER OF ALGERIAôS PARLIAMENT MET U.S. CONGRESSIONAL STAFFER DELEGATION 

AND CRITICIZED TSA MEASURES AS ñDISCRIMINATORYò 

 

Meeting on February 14 in Algiers with a U.S. Senate and House staffer delegation led by Ms. Rony Hower and 

U.S. Congress Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee Chief of Staff Michael Alexander, the 

Speaker of the People’s National Assembly (PNA), Mr. Abdelaziz Ziari, recalled before his guests Algeria’s 

determination and intransigence in combating terrorism and stressed that the country remains highly vigilant and 

maintains a tough, steadfast and uncompromising attitude towards that transnational phenomenon. Underlining that 

Algeria, which has led a long and successful fight against terrorism and shares its highly valued experience with 

many partners around the world, including the United States, understands all too well that terrorism represents a 

present and real danger for the whole world community,  and, therefore, takes issues relating to security very 

seriously. 

In that respect, the Speaker of Algeria’s People’s National Assembly told the U.S. congressional delegation that 

while Algeria “understands that measures, even strong ones, may be put in place but on the condition that they 

apply to all countries, it rejects such humiliating and discriminatory measures as they are applied to a country like 

ours which has always fought against terrorism and remains at the vanguard of countries leading a vigorous fight 

against terrorism.” Mr. Ziari vigorously condemned the decision recently taken by the Transportation Security 

Administration (TSA) to include Algeria on a list of 14 countries whose nationals would be subject to enhanced 

scrutiny at U.S. airports and other ports of entry, calling the decision “discriminatory measures.” 

Replying to media queries on possible contributions by the U.S. Congress to a resolution of the Western Sahara 

issue, Mr. Ziari said that U.S. Congress can play “a decisive role” in fostering greater implication by the United 

States “to speed up the process seeking a just and honest resolution [of the issue] that would enable self-

determination by the Sahrawi people in keeping with international legality.” In that respect, he recalled that Algeria 

holds a principled position in supporting the Sahrawi people because their cause falls within the scope of an 

uncompleted decolonization process. 

It is worth noting that the U.S. congressional delegation’s visit took place within the framework of the traditional 

cooperation established over the past several years between the legislative institutions of Algeria and the United 

States of America. 
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ALGERIA'S FOOD BILL DOWN BY OVER 

12% IN JANUARY 2010  

Algeria's food import bill amounted to US$ 572 

million in January 2010, against US$ 652 million a 

year earlier, i.e. down by 12.27%, according to 

figures provided by the National Centre of Data 

Processing and Statistics (CNIS). Except for 

imports of sugar and sweets, which went up from 

US$ 94 million in January 2009 to US$ 166 

million in the same month in 2010, i.e. + 76.6 %, 

all the other products showed a "sharp decrease," 

the source said. The increase in sugar imports is 

not due to a rise in the imported quantities, but to 

the surge in the prices of sugar in international 

markets +112% over 2008-2009 period and also 

through the first weeks of 2010, the CNIS added. 

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

MEETS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF 

ALGERIAN CIVIL SOCIETY  

Coming on the heels of the series of talks held with 

numerous high ministerial officials, the meeting 

between the visiting delegation from the U.S. 

Congress and the founding members of the Algerian 

Women’s Solidarity Organization with Rural 

Families was an opportunity for the congressional 

staffers to get better appraised of the role and 

involvement of Algerian women in particular and 

civil society in general in the country’s political, 

social and economic life. In opening remarks made at 

the meeting, Mrs. Saida Benhabylès, President of the 

Algerian Women’s Solidarity Organization with 

Rural Families retraced her organization’s early and 

active involvement “against terrorism and the 

backward views of its proponents” and explained 

that the movement was born out of its strong 

willingness “to promote an active role for women in 

the Algerian society.” She recalled various projects 

undertaken by the organization, including education 

and vocational training for girls and women in rural 

areas, thus becoming the only women’s organization 

to earn a United Nations award in 2001 for the 

efforts it deployed in the fight against terrorism, drug 

trafficking and organized crime. 

The head of the congressional delegation and chief of 

staff of the Homeland Security and Government 

Affairs Committee, Mr. Michael Alexander, said that 

the organization’s activities are evidence that 

“fighting terrorism involves more than weapons.” 

Mrs. Benhabylès spoke with candor about various 

issues obstacles and challenges facing her 

organization and expressed the wish to see greater 

cooperation with counterpart U.S. organizations and 

increased exchanges to foster better understanding 

and closer relations between the peoples of Algeria 

and the United States. 

The congressional staffers had met previously with 

the President of the Council of the Nation (Algerian 

Senate), Mr. Abdelkader Bensalah, the President of 

the People’s National Assembly, and Minister 

Delegate in charge of Women and Family Affairs, 

Mrs. Nouara Saâdia Djaâfar. The U.S. delegation’s 

visit took place in the framework of the traditional 

cooperation established between the legislative 

bodies of the two countries and was called “an 

opportunity to benefit from the American age-old 

democratic experience in the legislative area.” 

3,751 BILLION AD IN TAX REVENUES 

COLLECTED IN 2009 

Last year, Algeria’s Taxation Regulation Fund 

collected close to 400 billion Algerian Dinars in 

tax revenues, compared to 2,288.2 billion AD in 

2008. With 62% of global tax revenues, aggregate 

oil tax revenues amounted to 2,327.7 billion AD 

(4,003.5 billion AD in 2008), of which 1,927 

billion AD were included in the national budget. 

TRADE SURPLUS: $559 MILLION 

REGISTERED IN JANUARY 2010 
Algeria’s balance of trade registered a surplus of 

$559 million during the first month of the current 

year, according to officials from the country’s 

Customs General Directorate. With $3.49 billion, 

exports’ share went up 5.74% in comparison to the 

same month a year ago and imports decreased close 

to 11%, totaling $2.94 billion, figures from the 

Customs General Directorate’s National Center for 

Data Processing and Statistics show. With 97.48% 

of the country’s exports, the hydrocarbon sector 

continues to get the lion’s share of the activity, with 

sales to overseas markets reached $3.41 billion in 

January of this year (against $3.21 billion in 

January 2008), translating into a 6.23% increase. On 
the other hand, non-hydrocarbon exports, which 

generate only 2.52% of total exports, amounted to 

$88 million, reflecting a 10.2% decrease in 

comparison to figures available for January 2008. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/stones/tour-capitol.jpg&imgrefurl=http://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/stones/stops17-22.html&usg=__nLms7adqPcO4wepawE4ZRNuXziA=&h=251&w=300&sz=16&hl=en&start=149&itbs=1&tbnid=25uhmP5f96dy-M:&tbnh=97&tb


HASSI MESSAOUD INDUSTRIES FAIR 

ATTRACTS MANY VISITORS  

Many national and foreign professionals of industrial 

equipments and services for hydrocarbons activity 

have rushed to the international specialized fair "Hassi

-Messaoud Industries" to inquire about the recent 

innovations in the field and seek opportunities of 

business relations. Operating in different fields 

relating to the sector of hydrocarbons, including 

equipments, services, assembling, maintenance, 

transport, security, petrochemistry, training, 

telecommunications and environmental protection, 

these professionals aim at exploring areas of 

partnership and opportunities of investment in oil and 

gas sector in Algeria.    
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE 

AHAGGAR ñTIN HINAN-ABALESSAò ARTS  

The influence of African-Maghrebi music on 

Western musical genres was recently underscored by 

musicians, writers and researchers at the first 

international conference devoted to the arts of the 

Ahaggar region and held in the southern Algerian 

city of Tamanrasset from February 15-20, 2010. In a 

presentation, French writer and musicologist Hélène 

Lee spoke of her conviction that “the influence 

exerted by African music on musical genres 

practiced in the countries of the North is far from 

being a passing fad and is indeed a fact.” She said 

that “the fear of others vanishes with music” and 

added that westerners “are attracted by the values 

carried by music from the Maghreb, Africa and Asia 

in general.” As evidence, she cited the recent 

discovery by Northern aficionados of the Targui 

band “Tirnawin”, which became “a symbol that 

generated real passion for Saharan music genres.” 

Really passionate about her subject, Ms. Lee called 

on Algerian public authorities to “help and support” 

the musical style and “protect” artists and the 

country’s musical heritage against what she called 

the “networks of conmen” among music producers. 

For his part, Algerian musicologist Mahmoud 

Guettat discussed “the African-Maghrebi musical 

symbiosis” and the bonds and interactions between 

Arabic- and Berber-speaking music styles practices 

in the Maghreb and Sub-Saharan African music, 

calling the symbiosis “dually fed”. Mr. Guettat 

appealed for the integration of the teaching of 

popular musical genres in order to avoid their 

“folklorization”, in the pejorative sense of the term, 

and for the preservation and development of 

traditional musical and cultural heritage. 

Another speaker, ethno-musicologist Méhenna 

Mahfoufi said that popular music should be 

broadcast, protected and made widely available to 

the public to “prevent its disappearance.” 

The first international Ahaggar “Tin-Hinan-

Abalessa” Arts Festival, which is taking place 

simultaneously in Tamanrasset and Abalessa, also 

includes workshops on various traditional crafts, 

musical performances, movies, evenings of folktale 

recitals, and a poetry competition. The previous 

festival took place on February 23-25, 2009, in 

Abalessa. 

ALGERIA REGISTERED CLOSE TO 20,000 

NEW INVESTMENT PROJECTS IN 2009 

 

According to figures released recently by ANDI, 

the national agency for investment development, 

Algeria registered close to 20,000 new investment 

projects in 2009, representing a 17% increase 

(2,900 projects) compared to the previous year. 

WETLANDS: TWO NEW AREAS ADDED IN 

TAMANRASSET REGION  

 The Southern Sahara region of Tamanrasset added 

two new areas to its “Ramsar List” of wetlands of 

international interest in 2010 (Ramsar Convention on 

Wetlands), sources close to the Ahaggar National 

Park management authority (OPNA) reported. The 

two sites, “Ramsar Afilal” covering a 40-acre area on 

the Asskrem Trail and a 24-acre area on the 

“Issakrassen Trail”, are located within the Ahaggar 

National Park, 120 km north-east of the southern city 

of Tamanrasset, deep in the Sahara Desert. 
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APPEAL FOR THE CREATION OF "HOUSE OF EMIR ABDELKADER"  

Participants to the international colloquium on "the symbolic of Allegiance of Emir Abdel-

kader" called in Algiers for the creation of "Emir Abdelkader House" and incorporate the 

traces in the archaeological tourist and cultural system. Speaking at the end of the two-day 

colloquium, participants declared that "Emir Abdelkader House" will help collect the 

Emir’s intellectual and material remains. This meeting organized by "Emir Abdelkader" 

Foundation issued a set of recommendations notably proclaiming, anniversary of the Emir’s 

first allegiance (27 November 1832) a national day of resistance and inscribe course on 

Emir Abdelkader personality and his intellectual production in school syllabuses. 

ALGERIA IN THE SPOTLIGHT AT THE 

PARIS MAGHREB BOOK FAIR PARIS 

(FRANCE) 
 

On February 6-7, 2010, eleven authors from 

across the country attended, alongside 120 

French and Maghreb writers settled in France, 

the 16th Maghreb Book Fair of Paris, during 

which Algeria was celebrated. These authors, 

including Amine Zaoui, Maissa Bey, Djamel 

Mati, Youcef Merahi, and Lazhar Labter,  held 

discussions and autographed copies of their 

books available for sale at this fair. The objective 

of this event, organized by the "Coup de Soleil" 

association, is to highlight the entire editorial 

production on the Maghreb published on both 

shores of the Mediterranean in all its forms - 

literature, through novels and poetry, but also 

essays, cartoons, and art books in Arabic, French 

and Tamazight.    

OULED NAIL ñDJELLABAò AND 

ñBURNOUSò: AUTHENTIC ALGERIAN 

LOCAL PRODUCTS  

 

Trademark, as it were, of the Messaad tribe, south 

of the city of Djelfa, the Djellaba and Burnous are 

typical traditional overcoats worn both for 

protection against the harsh cold winds of the high 

plateau and steppe areas and on festive occasions. 

Usually made of camel hair, these traditional 

overcoats are one instance where men and women 

collaborate to create and preserve a traditional craft 

that is a source of subsistence for many families in 

rural areas, such as the Ouled Nail. 

Weaving a Djellaba or a Burnous requires good 

skills but it also demands good quality wool, usually 

from the animal’s head and shoulder areas. Though 

short, camel’s hair is light, strong and soft and 

provides better protection against the elements than 

sheep’s wool. After cleaning, wool is then woven 

into large pieces which are sewn together before 

moving on to the next stage of the manufacturing 

process. 



MAWLID ENNABAWI: SOME BEMOAN A ñLOSTò FAIRYTALE-LIKE CELEBRATION  

 

The birth of the Prophet Mohamed, or “Mawlid Ennabawi” in Arabic, observed this year 

on February 26, is a traditional cultural event celebrated in festive manner mostly in 

homes and in neighborhood streets. In Algeria, this festival was unfailingly a rather noisy 

affair as young – and not so young – people preferred firecrackers of varying levels of 

startling power to traditional means of celebration such as sparklers, long colorful wax 

candles, and occasionally firecrackers. 

Rural areas of the country and some old and more traditional neighborhoods of the 

capital celebrated Mawlid Ennabawi in a quiet and more erudite fashion, as local cultural 

associations, in the Casbah for instance, devoted the evening of the festival to ancestral 

music, poetry, recitation of “Medh” (songs of praise for the Prophet and His Message) 

and more religious readings. Other areas, however, held a more exuberant and noisy observance, leading some to 

bemoan the “good old days” when celebrating “El Mouloud”, as it is called in Algeria, was more of a family affair. 

In “those days”, children would light sparklers and run shrieking down their neighborhood streets. But it was inside 

the homes that the real celebration took place, as families would light long colorful wax candles wrapped in thin 

shiny silver- or gold-colored strips of aluminum foil in patios, balconies, terraces, courtyards, rooms and every nook 

and cranny around the house. Candles shed a more peaceful and serene light inside the homes and onto the faces of 

the revelers, draping neighborhoods in a sense of calm and quiet more on par with the reflective tone of the 

celebration. The atmosphere was more fairytale-like, full of light and wonder, sometimes lasting until very late at 

night. “El Mouloud” was also an occasion for young children to go door to door holding a “Tbaq” (small flat woven 

basket) which adults would fill with candy, special sweet bread and other cookies, and often small coins. Simpler 

times, simpler needs… 
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