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AT SIRTE ARAB LEAGUE SUMMIT, 

PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA ADDRESSES MAJOR 

INTERNATIONAL ISSUES   

 

Speaking on March 28 at the 

22nd summit meeting of the Arab 

League in Sirte, Libya, The 

President of the Republic, Mr. 

Abdelaziz Bouteflika, declared 

that the ñextremely sensitive 

juncture in which our Arab Nation finds itself today 

raises a serious challenge for us and demands that we 

take firm positions to confront Israelôs arrogance and 

colonization.  

ò The President underlined that ñunavoidably, a 

unified Arab position calls for Arab action on all 

fronts, both regional and international, in order to 

ward off the policy of settlement construction, of 

judaization and blockade imposed on the Palestinian 

people in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.ò The 

Head of the State called on the UN Security Council 

ñto assume its responsibilities and to enforce its 

pertinent decisions to lead Israel to abide by 

international legality and to immediately cease 

construction of settlements in the occupied territories, 

namely in East Jerusalem.ò  

He also said that the Quartet needs to find efficient 

solutions to the Arab-Israeli conflict and called on the 

Arab countries ñto unify their positions, pursue their 

efforts and define their relations with others 

according to the positions those countries adopt with 

regard to the Arab-Israeli conflict.ò President 

Bouteflika stated that the Arab countries should ñcall 

on all pertinent institutions, such as the International 

Court of Justice, to take decisions against Israeli 

behaviors such as the searches it extended to include 

one of the holiest Muslim and Christian sitesò and 

said that it would also be appropriate to call ñon the 

Human Rights Council in Geneva, which validated 

the Goldstone Report to revitalize it through 

specialized international bodies, to take steps 

allowing legal action to be taken against the Israeli 

officials for the unspeakable crimes they committed 

in the Gaza Strip and to demand the quick supply of 

assistance and the reconstruction of Gaza, all the 

while demanding that Israel indemnify the Palestinian 

people.ò  
 

 

            Continue on page 3 

REGIONAL CONFERENCE IN ALGIERS 

ON COUNTERTERRORISM IN THE 

SAHEL 

 

Ministerial conference to coordinate 

cooperation among the countries of the Sahel

-Sahara region  
A ministerial conference to coordinate 

cooperation among the countries of the Sahel-

Sahara region took place in Algiers on March 

16. 

Ministers for Foreign Affairs from Algeria, 

Burkina Faso, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, 

and Chad participated in the meeting.  

The conference reviewed the situation 

prevailing in the region, taking particularly into 

account the increased terrorist activity and the 

threat to peace, security and stability in the 

region posed by the plague of terrorism and its 

connections to transnational organized crime 

and various forms of trafficking. 

The conference aimed also to enable the 

participating countries ñto examine and take the 

measures required at the bilateral and regional 

levels to eradicate this plague, as well as the 

ways and means to stimulate economic 

development for the benefit of the populations 

of the regionò.  

 

Foreign Minister Mourad Medelci for a 

"forthright" cooperation in countering 

terrorism  
Foreign Minister Mourad Medelci declared that 

the virtues of loyalty and "forthright" 

cooperation, the commitment to the fight against 

terrorism have to be respected by the countries 

of the Sahel-Sahara region.  

"I believe that the virtues of loyalty and 

forthright and sincere cooperation, our 

uncompromising commitment to the fight 

against terrorism, as well as our duty of 

solidarity towards the most vulnerable 

populations, are rules that should be respected," 

Medelci said at the opening of the Sahel-Sahara 

ministerial conference.  

"Our meeting shows our individual and 

collective awareness of the importance of the 

issues put on its agenda, particularly security, 

peace and development in our region," the 

minister added. 

 

        Continue on page 3 
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ARAB LEAGUE SUMMIT (from page 2) 

 

The Head of the State urged the Palestinians, namely the Fatah and Hamas movements, to 

ñurgently reunifyò their ranks, reaffirming at the same time Algeriaôs unshakeable position 

and steadfast support to the cause of the Palestinian people and for their struggle to recover 

the rights they have been denied and establish a Palestinian State with Jerusalem as its capital 

and for a fair settlement of the refugee issue.  

Algeria supported the Arab initiative presented at the Beirut summit meeting in 2002, said 

President Bouteflika before adding that the initiative had unfortunately been rejected by Israel, ñalthough all inter-

national parties have lately adopted it.  

ò This is why, ñthat initiative must not remain a hand uselessly extended and negotiations should not lose steam be-

cause Israeli intransigence defies all international laws and customsò, said Mr. Bouteflika who wondered about ñthe 

silenceò of the international community in the face of what is happening in Palestine and despite ñirrefutable evi-

denceò of the crimes committed by Israel in the Gaza Strip, before calling for ñlifting the unjust blockade imposed 

on the Palestinian people in Gaza.ò  

Speaking of the Arab League, the President of the Republic said that efforts need to be sustained to build that Arab 

edifice and to translate its decisions into action on the ground, at the same time that the League needs to reform its 

structures and bodies, including the Arab Peace and Security Council and the Arab Parliament, and to establish the 

Arab Court of Justice.  

Addressing the situation in Sudan, President Bouteflika reiterated the rejection by Algeria of the decision taken by 

the International Criminal Court modifying the accusations leveled against President Omar Hassan Al Bashir, at the 

same time that he expressed his wish to see the next elections conducted in the country meet with ñfull successò and 

thereby contribute to strengthening the peace process and reinforcing the stability, the security and the territorial in-

tegrity of the country.  

Furthermore, the Head of the State reaffirmed Algeriaôs permanent support for the laudable measures taken by 

President Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed to unify the Somali ranks and to complete he reconciliation process.  

The President also said that Israelôs nuclear threat continues to be a source of ñpreoccupation for peace and stability 

in our entire Arab regionò. Addressing the Iranian nuclear issue, the President of the Republic recalled the position 

calling for dialogue and peaceful means to resolve the conflict in the framework of international legality and under-

lined the steadfast Arab position on the right ñto acquire nuclear technology for peaceful useò that is ñso indispensi-

ble for the development of our economies.ò  

President Bouteflika also hailed the results reached at the first Arab economic summit meeting held in Kuwait, say-

ing that they have met common objectives in view of the major mutations experienced by the global economy.  

The Head of the State also hailed the proposal calling for the convention of an Arab cultural summit, saying that 

culture ñis an integral part of our common identity, as much as it is one of the fundamental pillars of our societies.ò 

The President closed his remarks, expressing the wish to see that summit ñbeing carefully prepared and bringing 

added value to the reinforcement of Arab action in that area.ò  

 

Whole statement available on the website: www.algeria-us.org  

COUNTERTERRORISM IN THE SAHEL (from page 2) 

 

No development in Sahelo-Saharan region without security, said M. Messahel, Minister Delegate for 

Maghreb and African Affairs  
Minister Delegate for Maghreb and African Affairs Abdelkader Messahel said, that there will be no 

development in the Sahelo-Saharan region without security.  

"To have democracy and development, security issues should be given priority," said M. Messahel.  

Speaking at the end of the proceedings of the ministerial conference of the countries of Sahel-Saharan region, 

Minister Delegate in charge of Maghreb and African Affairs Mr. Abdelkader Messahel declared that the seven 

countries of the Sahel are ñreallyò adopting a common strategy to combat terrorism.  

        

          Continue on page 4 
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COUNTERTERRORISM IN THE SAHEL (from page 3) 

 

Mr. Messahel underlined that the meeting was characterized by ñfrankness, responsibility and determination.ò  

The minister also explained that the meeting dealt with responsibility ñbecause as States we have a responsi-

bility to combat such phenomena (terrorism and its connections to organized transnational crime and all kinds 

of trafficking), first in our own countries, then at the bilateral level, and finally at the regional level.ò  

The meeting was also characterized by determination, Mr. Messahel said, since ñthe outcome of our meeting 

in Algiers reflects total consensus, not only on those concerns but also on action.ò  

He also said that ñat the political level, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs made an assessment and now are 

moving to a step that involves all the neighboring countries in a strategy of action.ò  

In this context, Mr. Messahel explained that consensus was reached on ñcoordination and action in the face of 

the threat that hangs over our countries, the threat involving terrorist activities in our neighborhood and our 

region but also the connections of terrorism to organized crime, drug and human trafficking.ò  

He noted that the countries of the Sahel share ña common space that has specific aspects, a space concerned 

with urgent needs in all areas of development.ò  

In this regard, Mr. Messahel said that the proceedings also dealt with the need to pursue building major road 

infrastructures, such as the Trans-Sahara Highway project which connects Algiers to Lagos, Nigeria, over a 

distance of 4,600 km, of which 4,400 km have already been built. He said that the remaining 200 km needed 

to connect North Africa to West Africa at a cost of $180 million will be on the agenda of a donors meeting.  

The minister also said that Algeria agreed to finance drilling operations for water wells, and building voca-

tional training centers and health centers, namely in northern Mali, Niger, and Chad. He pointed out that 

Libya also agreed to finance such projects.  

Replying to a question relating to statements of support for the meeting issued by the United States and 

France, Mr. Messahel said that ñthe seven countries of the Sahel have taken note of that positionò and added 

that any such reaction from major countries ñis welcomeò. ñTerrorism is a transnational phenomenon and the 

international community is called on to act within the United Nations and the Security Council to combat this 

scourge,ò he added.  

In reply to a question regarding Moroccoôs protest for not being invited to attend the conference, Mr. Messa-

hel directed reporters to look at a map where they would notice, he said, that that country is not concerned 

with this meeting.  

In this framework, he noted that others countries, including Guinea and Nigeria, expressed the wish to partici-

pate in the meeting but, he said, the format of the meeting was decided by the seven (participating) countries.  

In response to a question pertaining to the position adopted by Mauritania with regard to demands of release 

of terrorists in exchange for the release of two Spanish hostages, the minister said that ñwhen you deal with 

such issues, there is no room for equivocationò. ñOur meeting today was characterized by forthrightness, re-

sponsibility and determination, considering that we unequivocally condemned the payment of ransoms and we 

recalled in resolute terms for the enforcement in full of UN Security Council resolutions,ò he affirmed 

To read the Foreign Ministerôs entire statement, see the website: www.algeria-us.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALGIERS  WILL  HOST TWO  MEETINGS  INVOLVING  THE  M INISTERS OF INTERIOR  AND THE  CHIEFS OF 

STAFF  OF THE  SAHEL  COUNTRIES  
 

Two meetings involving the Ministers of Interior and the Chiefs of Staff of the seven countries of the Sahel 

are scheduled to take place in Algiers starting next April, the first involving the ministers of Interior and the 

second the Chiefs of Staff of the Sahel Countries. 
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ALGERIA CALLS FOR INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE ON TERRORISM  
 

In Tunis, where he was attending 

the 27th session of the Council of 

Arab Interior Ministers, 

Algeriaôs Interior Minister 

Nourredine Yazid Zerhouni said 

the United Nations should 

convene an international conference with the aim 

of clearly defining terrorism and defining a 

common strategy to fight the scourge more 

efficiently.  

Mr. Zerhouni underlined Algeriaôs commitment to 

a common international approach to address the 

challenge efficiently and said that such a strategy 

needs to be supported and strengthened by 

increased cooperation and global conventions.  

He clarified, however, that such a framework 

should also respect national independence and 

sovereignty and avoid seeking to interfere in other 

countriesô internal affairs or ñput pressure on 

themò to force them to accept such interference.  

The two-day meeting (March 16-17) in Tunis gave 

an opportunity to the Council of Arab Ministers of 

Interior to review progress made on 

recommendations made at their previous meeting 

in Beirut in March 2009, where they agreed to 

increase inter-Arab security cooperation against 

organized crime in all its forms, reiterate the 

commitment of their countries to pursue the fight 

against terrorism and organized crime, in 

particular drug trafficking and money laundering, 

and define ways and means to strengthen their 

cooperation and cooperation in the fight against 

this transnational scourge. 

ALGERIA RE -ELECTED IN EMPA BODIES  

 

Algeria was re-elected on March 14, 2010, in 

many executive bodies of the Euro-Mediterranean 

Parliamentary Association (EMPA) at the 6th 

session proceedings close that started on Friday, 

March 12, in Amman, (Jordan), the National 

Peopleôs Assembly announced in a communiqu®. 

The MP Miloud Chorfi was elected vice-president 

of the committee in charge of life quality 

improvement and exchanges between civil 

societies, and culture, the NPA communiqué 

pointed out adding that MP Fatima Chellouche 

was elected vice-president of the committee in 

charge of women rights in the euro-Mediterranean 

countries whereas Abdellah Bentoumi the Council 

of Nation member was elected president of ad hoc 

committee for solar energy.  

TOWARDS THE SETTING -UP OF 

MAGHREB CUSTOMS COOPERATION 

COUNCIL  

Maghreb Finance Minister agreed to reopen dis-

cussions on the creation of a Maghreb Customs 

Cooperation Council, the Finance Ministry an-

nounced in a communiqué released on March 17.  

 

The ministers reached this agreement at the end of 

the 7th session of the Maghreb Finance Ministers' 

Council, held in Algiers on March 15 and 16. They 

also agreed to set up the Investment and Trade 

Bank by the end of 2010.  

Its capital amounts to US$ 500 million, equitably 

shared among the five Member States of the Arab 

Maghreb Union (AMU), the ministry said, adding 

that the subscribed capital is US$ 150 million, of 

which US$ 37.5 million had been released, i.e. 

US$ 7.5 million by each country.     

CREATION OF FORUM OF ALGERIAN WOMEN LIVING ABROAD  

The Algerian Minister for National Solidarity, Family, and the National Community Living Abroad Mr. Djamel 

Ould Abbas, announced the creation of the ñForum of Algerian Women Living Abroadò, or FFAM, according to its 

French acronym. This forum, said the minister, would enable Algerian women living outside Algeria to continue to 

make contributions to various aspects of national development. This initiative comes on the heels of a recommenda-

tion made during the proceedings of a seminar attended by members of the Algerian community living overseas and 

held in the city of El Oued, in southern Algeria. 


