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PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITIES 

 

PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA AND MAURITANIAN COUNTERPART 

HOLD TALKS IN ALGIERS 
 

The President of the Republic, Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika, met on December 11 

in Algiers with the President of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Mr. 

Mohamed Ould Abdelaziz. 

 

 In a statement to the media following his talks with President Bouteflika, Mr. 

Ould Abdelaziz called relations between Algeria and Mauritania ñgood and 

excellentò and underlined the willingness of the two countries to improve and 

develop their bilateral cooperation, particularly in the economic area, ñin order 

to raise it to the level of their political relations.ò 

 

The Mauritanian president also indicated that he and President Bouteflika 

have reviewed several issues of mutual interest, including issues related to the 

Maghreb region, and stressed ñthe convergenceò of views of the two countries 

on several issues. 
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PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA MEETS WITH THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION 
 

President Abdelaziz Bouteflika met on 

December 11 in Algiers with Mr. Jean Ping, 

President of the African Union Commission. 

 

Speaking to reporters after his meeting with 

President Bouteflika, Mr. Ping said he had 

briefed the president on the situation 

prevailing on the African continent, namely in 

Somalia, Sudan and other areas. 

 

Mr. Ping also declared that, following his visit 

to Algeria, he would travel to Tripoli, Libya, 

to open an AU Office in implementation of 

the decision reached by the African Unionôs 

Council for Peace and Security. 
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PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA MEETS WITH VISITING SERBIAN DEFENSE 

MINISTER 

 

On December 14, President 

Abdelaziz Bouteflika met with Mr. 

Dragane Stuanovac, Minister of 

Defense of Serbia, who was in 

Algeria on a three-day official 

visit. The presidential audience was 

attended by Minister Delegate to 

the Minister of National Defense 

Abdelmalek Genaïzia. 

PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA RECEIVES KUWAITI MINISTER OF AMIRI 

DIWAN AFFAIRS 

President of the Republic Abdelaziz 

Boutefl ika met on Monday 

December 26 with Kuwaiti Minister 

of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh 

Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 

at Djenane El Mefti residence. 

 

The Kuwaiti Minister of Amiri 

Diwan Affairs Nasser Sabah Al-

Ahmad Al-Sabah said that he is 

carrying a message to President of 

the Republic Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika from Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, inviting him to visit his country, adding that the 

relations between the two countries are good.  
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PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA RECEIVES THE PALESTINIAN 

FOREIGN MINISTER RIADH EL MALIKI 

 

President of the Republic Abdelaziz Bouteflika on Wednesday December 28 

has received the Foreign Minister of Palestine, Mr. Riadh El Maliki, carrying a 

message from Palestinian President and head of Executive Committee of 

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) Mr. Mahmoud Abbas to the President 

of the Republic, Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika, in which he expressed respect for 

Algeriaôs consistent positions and support for the unity of the Palestinian 

people. 
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PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA PRESIDES OVER COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

MEETING 
 

On December 18, the President of the Republic, Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika, presided 

over a meeting by the Council of Ministers. Proceedings started with a review and 

approval of a text amending a presidential decree issued on October 7, 2010 and 

relating to regulation of public procurement contracts. 

 

The Council of Ministers then heard a presentation by the minister in charge of 

Investment Promotion and approved measures intended to grant special incentives to 

investments made in Wilayas located in the South and Highlands areas of the 

country. 

 

The Council of Ministers also heard a presentation by the minister in charge of 

Social Security. Following a debate on the issue, the Council of Ministers decided to 

raise all pensions and retirement benefits to 15,000 DA per month, starting January 

1, 2012. 

 

The Council of Ministers also heard and debated a communication by the minister of 

Interior and Local Governments on the preparation of the next legislatives elections. 

 

In this regard, the President of the Republic reiterated his determination to ensure all 

measures are taken to guarantee the transparence of the next legislative elections and 

announced that Algeria will call on international observers to monitor the voting 

operations. 

 

Finally, the Council of Ministers reviewed and approved five presidential decrees 

approving hydrocarbon research and exploration contracts. 
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PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA PRESIDES OVER OFFICIAL OPENING OF 

JUDICIAL YEAR 
 

The President of the Republic, Mr. Abdelaziz 

Bouteflika, presided on December 21 at the 

Supreme Court in Algiers over the official 

opening of the Judicial Year 2011-2012, with 

high state officials, members of the 

Government, and officials from the Justice 

sector in attendance. 

 

In an address delivered on that occasion, the President of the Republic 

declared that ñWe have given priority to the Justice sector, not only to improve 

the capabilities of the justice system in contributing to the national effort of 

moralization of public life and fight against crime, corruption, and social ills, 

but also to enable the judicial institution to perform the role granted to it 

within a constantly-changing society.ò 

PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA SIGNS BUDGET ACT 2012 

President of the Republic Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika signed Wednesday 

december 28, the budget Act for the year 2012 which plans a budget of 

7,428.7 billion dinars, including 4,6080.3 billion for operating expenditure and 

2,820.4 billion for capital expenditure.  
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PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA IN LAGHOUAT FOR A WORKING AND 

INSPECTION VISIT 
 

On December 14, the President of the Republic, 

Mr. Abdelaziz Bouteflika, traveled down to 

Laghouat for a one-day working and inspection 

visit in the region. During his visit, the President 

unveiled a number of socioeconomic 

infrastructures and officially inaugurated the new 

academic year 2011-2012. 

 

On that occasion, Mr. Bouteflika announced that 

eight academic colleges in the country have been elevated to university status 

at the national level. The centers include those of El Oued, Khemis Miliana, 

Souk-Ahras, Bouira, Khenchela, Ghardaïa, Bordj Bou-Arreridj and El Tarf. 

 

In a speech made at the opening of the academic year 2011-2012, the head of 

the state noted the transformations taking place around the world, particularly 

in the Arab world, of which Algeria is an integral part, he said. 

 

ñUnder these circumstances, he said, Algeria has strived with responsibility 

and in all sincerity to create the conditions for political, economic and social 

reforms that are on par with the ambitions of society and its aspirations for a 

continuous reform process, conducted through constructive dialogue and wide

-ranging consultations involving the various components of the political class 

and civil society.ò 
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

PRIME MINISTER OUYAHIA MEETS WITH VISITING FRENCH INTERIOR 

MINISTER 

 

Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia met on December 4 in 

Algiers with the minister of Interior of the French Republic, 

Mr. Claude Guéant, who was on an official visit in Algeria, 

said a statement released by the Prime Ministerôs Office. 

MR. MEDELCI MEETS WITH GABONESE PRESIDENTôS SPECIAL 

ENVOY 
 

Visiting Gabonese Defense Minister Pacome Rufin Oudzounga and Special 

Envoy of Gabonôs President Ali Bongo Ondimba highlighted on December 1 

in Algiers the significance of developing relations between Algeria and Gabon. 

 

Talking to the media after his meeting with the minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Mr. Mourad Medelci, Mr. Oudzounga declared that he was conveying a 

message from President Bongo Ondimba to President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 

and highlighted the importance of developing relations between the two 

countries, noting in particular the progress registered at the political and 

economic levels. 
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MR. MEDELCI TRAVELS TO RUSSIA FOR A WORKING VISIT 
 

Responding to an invitation extended to him by his 

Russian counterpart Serguei V. Lavrov, Minister for 

Foreign Affairs Mourad Medelci arrived in Moscow on 

December 13 for a two-day working visit. 

 

At a joint press conference, the two ministers declared 

that relations between the two countries are bound to 

develop further and take full advantage of the major 

potentialities presented by their economies. 

 

During an interview with the Russian magazine ñInternational Lifeò, Mr. Medelci 

declared that his visit complements the exceptional cooperation between Algiers and 

Moscow called for in the strategic partnership signed between the two countries in 

2001 in Moscow. 

 

Mr. Medelci also discussed the development scheme and reforms under 

implementation in Algeria which, he said, have generated ñgreater freedom and 

transparency, increased womenôs participation in elected assemblies, and greater 

opening in the political and economic areas.ò 

 

Discussing foreign policy issues and the Syrian crisis in particular, Mr. Medelci 

recalled Algeriaôs role within the Arab League. He said that the situation required 

that one hand exert positive and brotherly pressure on the Syrian government, while 

the other is being extended to the government and the opposition, with the objective 

of creating conditions favorable to a constructive dialogue between the two sides. 

The foreign minister also insisted on the need for a commission including 

representatives from the Arab League and from the Syrian civil society empowered 

to report on the situation prevailing on the ground. 

 

Mr. Medelci also discussed the situation in the Sahel region, noting that it 

deteriorated in the aftermath of the Libyan crisis and the dispersal of tons of 

sophisticated armaments throughout the area. He also indicated that the countries of 

the Sahel region have organized themselves, with the active participation of Algeria, 

to handle their own security issues. 
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MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS MEDELCI MEETS WITH NATOôS 

DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND SECURITY 
 

Emerging from his meeting on December 15 in Algiers with Minister for 

Foreign Affairs Mourad Medelci, NATOôs Deputy Secretary General for 

Political Affairs and Security Dirk Brengelmann spoke of the ñvery close 

collaborationò that Algeria and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

maintain in several areas. 

 

Speaking to the press after his talks with Mr. Medelci, Mr. Brengelmann said 

the two officials had reviewed the state of cooperation between NATO and 

Algeria and added that ñWe have noticed that there are several areas of 

activity where our collaboration is very close,ò he said. 

 

Earlier that day, NATOôs Deputy Secretary General for Political Affairs and 

Security had held talks with Ministe 

r Delegate for Maghreb and African Affairs Abdelkader Messahel. 
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MR. MEDELCI INVITED TO ADDRESS FRENCH ASSEMBLYôS FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 

Minister for Foreign Affairs Mourad Medelci was 

invited on December 7 in Paris to address the 

French National Assemblyôs Committee on Foreign 

Affairs. The Minister and numerous committee 

members discussed various issues of interest, 

including the political reforms being implemented 

in Algeria and Algerian-French bilateral relations. 

 

Discussing implementation of political reforms, Mr. Medelci declared that the 

Algerian Constitution ñclearlyò enshrined in its 2008 version the principle of a 

greater participation by women in elected assemblies. He added that the 

beginning of the decade was another opportunity for Algeria to implement a new 

set of reforms, which President Bouteflika announced last April 15, including 

greater political and economic openness and ñbetter responseò to citizensô 

aspirations. 

After his presentation, Mr. Medleci entertained questions from some twenty 

members of the French National Assembly, a majority of which dealt primarily 

with bilateral relations and Algeriaôs position on current regional and 

international issues. 

 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs seized the opportunity of his address to the 

French Parliament to announce that Algeria is about to adhere to the ñnewò 

European Policy of Neighborliness (PEV) and that it will soon enter into 

negotiations with the European Union with a view to integrating that policy ñas 

soon as possible,ò adding that the new concept of PEV policy makes it ñeasier for 

our country to be involved in.ò 

 

Moreover, the minister announced that the president of Libyaôs National 

Transitional Council (NTC), Mustapha Abdeljalil, will make a visit to Algeria 

ñvery soon.ò 

 

Later, the head of Algerian diplomacy and his French counterpart, Alain Juppé, 

held a joint press conference. On that occasion, Mr. Medelci declared that he 

shared the view of Mr. Juppé that Algerian-French relations were headed toward 

intensified cooperation. 
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MR. MEDELCI REAFFIRMS ALGERIAôS ñRESPONSIBLE 

POSITIONSò AT SENATE HEARING ON CHANGES IN THE ARAB 

WORLD AND THE REGION 

 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Mourad Medelci, reaffirmed Algeriaôs 

ñresponsible positionsò relating to the ongoing transformations prevailing in 

the Arab world and the region. 

 

Testifying before the Council of the Nationôs Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

International Cooperation, and the Algerian Community Abroad, Mr. Medelci 

made an ñexhaustiveò presentation on Algerian diplomacy in light of the 

changes occurring in the Arab world and the region, a statement released by 

the Council of the Nation said. 

 

Mr. Medelci reaffirmed on that occasion the ñresponsible positionsò adopted 

by Algeria and said those positions were ñbased on principles that have guided 

Algerian diplomacy for decades, including support for just causes, non-

interference in the domestic affairs of other states, and respect of peoplesô 

choices and will to determine their own future.ò 

 

Addressing relations between the Maghreb countries, Mr. Medelci spoke of 

the political and economic conditions ñwhich in the past had hampered efforts 

by the countriesô leaderships to move the Union of the Arab Maghreb towards 

a better future.ò However, added the minister, developments registered over 

the past few years ñhave laid a path for renewed efforts leading to greater 

involvement towards that end.ò 

 

With regards to the latest developments in Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, and Syria, 

the minister refuted ñallegations claiming that Algeriaôs official position had 

remained on the sidelines of events.ò Mr. Medelci reaffirmed Algeriaôs 

positions, which ñare perfectly consistentò and follow a gradual approach ñto 

serve the supreme interests of Algeria and its strategic interests at the regional 

and Arab levels,ò he said. 
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MINISTER MEDELCI TAKES PART IN MEETING OF ARAB INTER-

MINISTERIAL FOLLOW-UP COMMITTEE ON THE SYRIAN CRISIS 

IN DOHA 
 

The minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Mourad Medelci, traveled to Doha, 

Qatar, to attend the proceedings of the Arab Inter-Ministerial Follow-Up 

Committee on the Syrian Crisis. 

 

Speaking to reporters after a recent testimony before the Council of the 

Nation, Mr. Medelci declared that the position of the Arab League on the 

Syrian crisis is now ñvery clear.ò That position, added the minister, is founded 

on the need for an exclusively Arab resolution of the crisis and the need for the 

Arab League to base its resolution on the interests of Syria and the Syrian 

people. 

 

In that respect, the minister discussed a protocol document prepared by the 

Arab observer mission to Damascus, which, he said, ñour Syrian brothers have 

to signò, before adding that ñOn December 1, they had requested additional 

explanations, which were provided to them at the Doha meeting.ò 
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MINISTER DELEGATE MESSAHEL CONVEYS MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 

BOUTEFLIKA TO MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT 
 

Minister Delegate for Maghreb and African Affairs Abdelkader Messahel was 

granted an audience on December 1 in Nouakchott with Mauritanian President 

Mohamed Ould Abdelaziz, to whom he conveyed a message from President 

Abdelaziz Bouteflika. 

 

The message deals with cooperation between the two countries and the prospects of 

expanding them further. It also covers various meetings scheduled to take place 

between the Algerian and Mauritanian leaders, including the recent working and 

friendly visit by President Ould Abdelaziz to Algeria  

MINISTER DELEGATE FOR MAGHREB AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS MESSAHEL 

HOLDS TALKS WITH VISITING MINISTER OF INTERIOR OF NIGER 

 

Minister Delegate for Maghreb and African Affairs 

Abdelkader Messahel and visiting Minister of Interior 

of Niger, Mr. Abdou Labo, stressed the ñgood 

relationsò existing between Algeria and Niger, 

particularly in the area of counterterrorism and 

combating organized crime. 

 

Speaking after their meeting, Mr. Messahel said that 

the Nigerien minister of Interior was in Algeria to take part in the 4th meeting of the 

Algerian-Nigerien Bilateral Border Committee. He also highlighted the level of 

cooperation between the two countries, noting that the Algerian-Nigerien Bilateral 

Cooperation Commission had just held its 10th meeting, during which further steps 

were taken to strengthen cooperation between the two countries, namely in the 

economic area. 
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MR. MESSAHEL HEADS DELEGATION TO AFRICA-TURKEY 

PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE 
 

Delegates representing 54 countries and various regional and international 

organizations took part in the ministerial conference on Evaluation of the 

Africa-Turkey Partnership convened on December 16 in Istanbul, Turkey. 

 

Mr. Abdelkader Messahel, Minister Delegate for Maghreb and African Affairs, 

led the Algerian delegation attending the conference proceedings. This 

conference is first of its kind to be held according to the provisions of the 

follow-up mechanism established in the cooperation framework defined at the 

Africa-Turkey Summit meeting held in Istanbul in August 2008. 

 

MR. MESSAHEL IN BRUSSELS FOR MULTILATERAL TALKS ON SECURITY 

IN THE SAHEL 
 

Minister Delegate for Maghreb and African Affairs 

Mr. Abdelkader Messahel was in Brussels on 

December 8 to take part in the multilateral talks 

convened between the countries of the Sahel 

region represented by the Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs of Mali and Niger and the Ambassador of 

Mauritania and EU officials represented by the 

European Unionôs head of diplomacy, Mrs. 

Catherine Ashton, the EUôs Executive Secretary 

for the European service in charge of external action, Mr. Pierre Vimont and 

the high-level task force. 

 

At a press conference, Mr. Messahel announced that an international 

conference on security in the Sahel, called Algiers II, is scheduled to be 

convened in Algiers ñby next Februaryò in one of the countries of the Sahel 

region, probably in Bamako, Mali or Niamey, Niger. He added that other 

African countries will attend the conference as well. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE: MR. RAHMANI HOLDS TALKS WITH U.S. AND 

EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Minister of Country Planning and 

Environment Chérif Rahmani and the African 

Group have met with the Special Envoy of the 

President of the United States of America, Mr. 

Todd Stern, and the representatives of the 

European Union in Durban, South Africa, 

which hosted the UN Conference on Climate 

Change. 

 

During the meeting, Mr. Rahmani briefed the 

U.S. envoy on the African position on the 

issue of climate change, which the countries of the continent supported in 

unified fashion, and discussed likely areas where U.S. support could be 

helpful. The representative of the United States, which is not a signatory of the 

Kyoto Protocol, insisted on the need for implementation, within a multilateral 

framework, a global regime including all major emitters of greenhouse gases. 

 

Discussions with the European Union delegation, led by Mrs. Connie 

Hedegaard, European Commissioner for Climate Issues, enabled the two sides 

to clarify their respective positions and noted the areas of convergence as well 

as areas requiring ñfurther discussion or longer consideration.ò 
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ALGERIA-FRANCE - VISIT TO ALGIERS BY FRENCH INTERIOR MINISTER 
 

Speaking at a joint press conference held with his French 

counterpart Claude Guéant, after their meeting, Mr. Ould 

Kablia, Minister of Interior and Local Governments, 

declared ñWe are determined, in keeping with the wish 

expressed by the Algerian and French presidents, to give 

the required impetus for the revival of our relations in all 

areas, considering that relations between the ministries of 

Interior of the two countries involve extremely complex 

issuesò. 

 

The complex issues relate to ñsecurity, circulation of 

persons, settlement of people and their stay,ò said the 

minister, noting that he and his French counterpart have covered all ñessentialò issues. 

 

In that respect, Mr. Ould Kablia indicated that, in view of the limited time afforded to the 

meeting during the one-day visit by Mr. Guéant, the two officials have decided to entrust 

the rest of the discussions to their closest aides. ñWe agreed that our collaborators will 

continue the work through more extensive discussions, in France as well as in Algeria, 

within the coming weeks,ò he added. 

 

For his part, the French Minister recalled that both President Abdelaziz Bouteflika and 

President Nicolas Sarkozy had decided that partnership between the two countries had to be 

an ñexceptionalò partnership and added that it was possible to add ña number of other 

objectivesò to cooperation between Algeria and France. 

 

Moreover, Mr. Gu®ant made a point to pay tribute to ñthe numerous initiatives introduced 

under the aegis of President Bouteflikaò and intended to strengthen the practice of 

democracy in Algeria. 

 

Speaking at a press conference held jointly with French Interior Minister, Mr. Ould Kablia 

said ñThe Paris Mosque should be allowed to continue to play its historic role as a place of 

religious, moral and cultural radiance to benefit Algerians primarilyò. 

 

Mr. Gu®ant said the Great Mosque of Paris holds ñquite a distinctive place in Islam in 

Franceò and added that ñits moral authority enjoys considerable radiance and the mosqueôs 

rector plays a distinctive role in the organization of Islam in France.ò 
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PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITIES 

WITH ABSOLUTE MAJORITY, THE PEOPLEôS NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (PNA) 

PASSES DRAFT LAW ON POLITICAL PARTIES 

 

At a vote held on December 6 at a plenary 

session presided by Speaker Abdelaziz 

Ziairi and attended by Minister of Interior 

and Local Governments Dahou Ould 

Kablia, the members of the PNA voted to an 

absolute majority in support of passing the 

draft version of the law on political parties. 

 

Reviewing various proposals introduced by 

assembly members to amend the bill, the 

PNAôs Committee on Legal and Administrative Affairs and Liberties retained a 

number of them, including amendments relating to refusal of the right to create any 

political party or the refusal of the right to participate in the creation of any political 

party to any individual involved in the commission of terrorist acts and refusing to 

acknowledge their responsibility in the commission of such acts. 

PNA PASSES LAW ON ASSOCIATIONS AND DRAFT LAW ON INFORMATION 

 

On December 13, at a plenary session presided by Speaker Abdelaziz Ziari, 

the members of the Peopleôs National Assembly voted to a majority to pass the 

law on associations. The next day, also at a plenary session, a majority of the 

members cast their votes in support of passing the draft bill on information. 
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COOPERATION 

ALGERIA-MAURITANIA: FOUR AGREEMENTS AND ONE EXECUTIVE PROGRAM 

SIGNED 
 

Seizing the opportunity of the visit by Mauritanian President 

Mohamed Ould Abdelaziz, Algeria and Mauritania signed on 

December 11 in Algiers four agreements and one executive program 

covering several areas of cooperation. 

 

The agreements and the executive program were signed by Minister 

for Foreign Affairs Mourad Medelci and his Mauritanian counterpart, 

Mr. Hamadi Ould Hamadi. 

 

The agreements signed included an agreement on avoidance of double taxation signed between the 

Algerian and Mauritanian governments and a twinning agreement in the health and professional 

safety area between Algeriaôs national institute for the prevention of professional risks and 

Mauritaniaôs National Office for Occupational Medicine. 

 

The two sides also signed a cooperation convention involving the Algerian National Agency for 

Public Works Technical Control and the National Public Works Laboratory of Mauritania. 

 

They also signed a cooperation convention between the Algerian National Office for Equipment and 

Accessories for Disabled People and the Mauritanian National Center for Organ Assembly and 

Medical Rehabilitation. 

ALGERIA-SERBIA: DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 

SIGNED 

 

On the occasion of the official visit to Algeria by Serbian Defense Minister 

Dragane Stuanovac, Algeria and Serbia have signed on December 14 at the 

Ministry of National Defense in Algiers a cooperation agreement in defense 

areas. The agreement was signed by Minister Delegate to the Minister of 

National Defense Abdelmalek Guenaïzia and Minister Stuanovac. 
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ALGERIA-NIGER: ALGERIAN-NIGERIEN BILATERAL BORDER 

COMMITTEE HOLDS ITS 4TH MEETING 
 

The Algerian-Nigerien Bilateral Border Committee met on December 18 in Algiers for its 

fourth meeting, which took place under the co-chairmanship of Minister of Interior and 

Local Governments Dahou Ould Kablia and his Nigerien counterpart Abdou Labo. 

 

Speaking at a joint press conference held after the meeting with Mr. Labo, Minister Ould 

Kablia declared that the minutes of the meeting called for ñstrengthening cooperation with 

regards to exchanges of information on movements of terrorist groups and criminals.ò 

 

He added that the minutes also called for creating joint security patrol units, while stressing 

that the opening of the highway connecting Tamanrasset, in Algeria to Aghades, in Niger 

would facilitate control of various activities in the border areas. 

ALGERIA-HUNGARY: STRONGER COOPERATION IN AGRICULTURE AND 

RELATED SECTORS 
 

Increased cooperation in the agricultural sector between Algeria and Hungary was 

definitely on the agenda of the talks held on December 13 in Algiers between Mr. Rachid 

Benaïssa, Algerian minister of Agriculture and rural Development, and Mr. Endré 

Kardevan, Minister of State for Food Retail Supervision and Agricultural Administration of 

the Republic of Hungary, who was on an official visit to Algeria. 

 

In their discussions, the two officials reviewed, among other things, the prospects and 

opportunities for developing and diversifying cooperation between the two countries in the 

areas of agriculture and rural development. 

 

After a presentation on the Hungarian agricultural sector, Mr. Kardevan expressed the 

willingness of his country to strengthen cooperation with Algeria in various agriculture-

related areas, including ñanimal husbandry, animal health, and animal sperm.ò 
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ALGERIA-DJIBOUTI: MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION IN 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SIGNED IN ALGIERS 

 

On December 19, Algeria and Djibouti signed a Memorandum of Cooperation in the 

area of Telecommunications. The agreement was signed by Messrs. Moussa 

Benhamadi, Algerian minister of Post and Technologies of Information and 

Communication, and Mr. Abdi Houssein Ahmed, Djiboutiôs minister of Culture and 

Communication in charge of Post and Telecommunications. 

ALGERIA-SOUTH KOREA - FOR A ñFRUITFULò PARTNERSHIP 

BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
 
In a statement read on December 21 on his behalf by the Secretary General of the 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Boudjemâa Delmi, at the opening of an international 

colloquium on the strategic partnership between Algeria and South Korea, Minister for 

Foreign Affairs Mourad Medelci said the two countries should develop a ñfruitfulò 

partnership that is truly reflective of their potentialities. 

 

Mr. Medelci noted that ñconcreteò examples of Algerian-South Korean cooperation 

ñclearly demonstrate that our bilateral relations cover a wide array of sectors where both 

sides could do even moreò to expand their cooperation. 

 

The colloquium, themed ñAlgeria-South Korea: A Strategic Partnership ïFive Years 

Laterò, was jointly organized by the Research Center in Applied Economics for 

Development (CREAD), the Diplomatic Institute for International Relations (IDRI), 

and the National Foundation for Health Promotion and Research Development 

(FOREM). 
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ALGERIA-ITALY: PARTNERSHIPS IN HOUSING PROGRAMS ENCOURAGED 

 

Minister of Housing and City Planning Nourredine Moussa and Italyôs Ambassador to 

Algeria Gianpaolo Cantini agreed on December 6 on the necessity for public works firms in 

both countries to create partnerships in developing housing programs decided by the 

Algerian authorities. 

During his meeting with the Italian ambassador, Mr. Moussa called on Italian construction 

firms specializing in city planning to consider building partnerships with Algerian 

counterparts. 

ALGERIA-EUROPEAN UNION: RENEWABLE ENERGY: ALGERIAôS 

SONELGAZ AND GERMANYôS DESERTEC SIGN MOU IN BRUSSELS 
 

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed on December 9 in Brussels between the 

Algerian company for electricity and gas (Sonelgaz) and the German firm Desertec 

Industrial Initiative (DII). 

 

The MOU was signed by Sonelgazôs CEO Nourredine Boutarfa and DIIôs Director Paul 

Van Sone. The ceremony was attended by the European Energy Commissioner Gunter 

¥ttinger and Algeriaôs Minister of Energy and Mining Youcef Yousfi. 

 

The MOU was signed on the margins of a high-level meeting between Algeria and the 

European Union intended to develop a partnership in the area of renewable energies. 
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CULTURE 

ALGERIAN VISUAL ARTIST ATTIKA BOUBEZARI AWARDED THE VINCENT 

VAN GOGH 2011 
 

Attika Boubezari is once again in the news, and for good reason. Indeed, the Jijel-born 

visual artist was recently awarded the ñVincent Van Gogh 2011ò prize and a Human Rights 

Award, at a ceremony held in the Italian city of Lecce. 

 

Ms. Boubezari, a graduate of the Algiers Fine Arts School and Beijing Art and Design 

Academy, was among 150 artists from about 30 countries to be recognized at an event 

regularly held by the ñItalia in Arteò association. Laureates each received a bust 

representing Vincent Van Gogh and a parchment certificate authenticating the statue. 

 

Her pieces have been exhibited in numerous countries around the world, including, in 2011, 

Spain, Japan, Romania, the United States and Italy, earning her international recognition 

and numerous prizes. 

 

Art critics have spoken of the ñsensitivity, story, and different emotionsò derived from her 

pieces, which were depicted as ña panorama of colors and hues situated between dreams 

and poetry, passion and perspectives, faces and landscapes.ò 
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ORAN HOSTS 5TH EDITION OF ARAB FILM FESTIVAL 
 

The Arab Film Festival opened its 5th edition in the city of Oran on December 

15 at the Oran convention Center. The event was attended by local authorities 

and representatives from the Ministry of Culture. 

 

Official competition for best selection started the next day with 12 feature 

movies, 23 shorts, and 7 documentaries. Movies are scheduled to be shown in 

three movie theaters, including ñEs Saadaò, ñMaghrebò, and the Oran 

Cinémathèque. 



December 2011         December 2011                                                         ALGERIA TODAYALGERIA TODAY                                                                                                                                                                                        Page  Page  2626  

SPORTS 

ALGERIAN SOCCER PLAYER RYAD BOUDEBOUZ ELECTED BEST ARAB 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
 

Ryad Boudebouz, the internationally-ranked Algerian player of French club 

FC Sochaux, was elected Best Arab Player of the Year 2011, according to a 

survey conducted by the sports magazine Eurosport on its official site. 

 

Boudebouz, who also leads the Algerian national soccer team ñLes Vertsò, 

enjoyed a successful season with his First-Division club in France. In the 

survey, he obtained 44% of the votes cast by 3,297 participants. Eurosport also 

selected Boudebouz as a member of the perfect team for 2011. 


