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ALGERIA ñVIGOROUSLY REJECTSò ITS 

INCLUSION ON TSA LIST OF COUNTRIES 

WHOSE NATIONALS ARE SUBJECT TO 

ADDITIONAL SCREENING AT U.S. ENTRY 

POINTS 

 

The recent decision by U.S. Transportation Security 

Administration officials (TSA) to include Algeria in 

a list of 14 countries whose nationals will be 

subject to additional screening measures at U.S. 

airports and other entry points provoked a firestorm 

in Algeria and raised the ire of citizens and officials 

alike. Summoning U.S. Ambassador to Algeria, 

H.E. Mr. David D. Pearce, on January 11, Minister 

of Foreign Affairs Mr. Mourad Medelci “strongly 

protested” the U.S. Administration’s decision and 

called it “unfortunate, unjustified and 

discriminatory.” A press release issued by the 

Algerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs underlined 

that the official “demarche” by the Algerian 

Government came on the heels of “several earlier 

steps taken in timely fashion, once the measures 

became known, by the Ministry and by the 

Ambassador of Algeria in Washington and 

conveyed to concerned U.S. authorities.” 

Indeed, the edition of January 5, 2010, of The New 

York Times reported that “the Algerian 

Ambassador to the United States, Abdallah Baali, 

said he would file a protest once he was given 

formal notice of the change.” Mr. Baali, added the 

article, recognized that “the United States has the 

right to protect the security of its citizens” but 

insisted that “this is discrimination against the 

citizens of Algeria, who do not pose any particular 

risk to the people of the United States.” 

As expected, the issue was raised by Algerian 

officials and the media during the recent visit to 

Algeria by U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 

Janet Sanderson. In a statement to the press, 

following a meeting with Foreign Affairs Minister 

Mourad Medelci, Ms. Sanderson said that she is 

“aware” of the Algerian Government’s views on the 

issue and that she “will convey them” to U.S 

officials in Washington”, adding that the new 

(TSA) measures are part of a process “that can be 

changed”. (See page 3) 

 

 

PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA MAKES AN OFFICIAL 

VISIT TO SPAIN  

 

President Abdelaziz Bouteflika started on 

January 7 a two-day visit to neighboring 

Spain with the prime objective of 

revitalizing Algerian-Spanish relations. 

An official communiqué issued by the 

Algerian Presidency indicated that this 

official visit was taking place “in the framework of the 

Fourth High-Level Meeting by virtue of the Treaty of 

Friendship, Good Neighborliness and Cooperation signed 

between Algeria and Spain on October 8, 2002, in Madrid.” 

President Bouteflika and Mr. José Luis Zapatero, the Head of 

the Spanish Government, co-presided a bilateral summit 

meeting to examine the bilateral relations between the two 

countries and the prospects of their development in various 

areas of cooperation, including energy cooperation, the fight 

against terrorism in the Sahel, Western Sahara, and 

immigration issues. The presidential delegation included 

Minister of Interior and Local Governments Nourredine 

Yazid Zerhouni, Minister of Foreign Affairs Mourad 

Medelci, Minister of Energy and Mining Chakib Khelil, and 

Minister of Public Works Amar Ghoul. 

Sanctioning the visit, a Common Communiqué issued in 

Madrid indicated that the talks between the two delegations 

“took place in an atmosphere of good and mutual 

understanding reflecting the excellent state of Algerian-

Spanish relations.” Furthermore, both delegations renewed 

their “firm commitment” in the fight against climate change, 

their support of the United Nations moratorium on death 

penalty, their “encouragement and facilitation of women’s 

participation in political life”, their “concerns with regards to 

the security situation in the Sahel region”. Regarding 

Western Sahara, the Algerian and Spanish delegations 

expressed their “willingness to continue to work in the 

framework of the United Nations towards a just, lasting and 

mutually acceptable solution to the parties involved, the 

Kingdom of Morocco and the Polisario Front, which 

guarantees the right of the Sahrawi people to self-

determination”. In this respect, both Algeria and Spain 

“encourage” the Personal Envoy of the UN Secretary 

General for Western Sahara, Mr. Christopher Ross, “to 

pursue the work performed in 2009 and maintain their 

support of his efforts to solve the conflict and their 

availability to cooperate with the United Nations in reaching 

this objective.” 

 

    Continues on page 3 
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PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA PARTICIPATES IN THE 14 TH ORDINARY SESSION 

OF THE AFRICAN UNION  

 

 

 

Speaking in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where he is participating in the 14th Ordinary Session of the African 

Union, along with other African Heads of State and Government, President Abdelaziz Bouteflika stressed the 

importance of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), calling them “indispensible tools” to 

achieve sustainable development in Africa. The President said modernization of economies is “intimately 

linked” to rapid mastery of digital technologies by all economic and social actors and to development of 

human capital “whose key vector is investment in education, training, research and innovation.” 

Unfortunately, added Mr. Bouteflika, Africa is lagging in this crucial development area and narrowing this 

gap is “one of the major challenges for each one of our countries, for our sub-regions, and for our continent.” 

The Algerian Head of State called on the assembled Heads of State and Government of the Continent to join 

efforts and stimulate development of basic infrastructures focused on “high and very high connectivity”, 

while paying “particular attention” to tariff schedules that would “enable low-revenue populations to have 

access to the benefits of information networks.” 

Mr. Bouteflika seized the opportunity of the meeting to recall that Algeria hosted in December 2009 the 3rd 

African Conference on Space Science and Technologies for Sustainable Development. That meeting, said the 

President, called for establishing a regional framework able to foster a consolidation of all human and 

material resources available to African countries in all segments of the space sector, namely those dedicated 

to earth observation. In this respect, the continent’s space agencies, satellite imagery processing centers, and 

universities whose curricula concentrate on teaching space sciences and technologies would be called on to 

cooperate in the areas of telecommunications, remote detection, geographic information systems, and geo-

localization. The Algerian President said that Africa “has significant human and natural potentialities” and 

their mobilization in support of ICT “is an imperative that requires a conjugation of efforts all over the 

continent.” 

President Abdelaziz Bouteflika also participated in the Ethiopian capital city, Addis Ababa, on January 30, 

2010, in 12th session of the Forum of Heads of State and Government of the African Peer Evaluation 

Mechanism of the African Union, where he underlined its role and its importance in contributing to the 

strengthening of good governance to meet the aspirations of African peoples. The President of the Republic 

took an active part in the part of the proceedings devoted to a review of the annual report submitted by 

Uganda and Burkina Faso on the implementation of the plan of action produced by the process of thorough 

evaluation directed at both countries. Mr. Bouteflika lauded “with satisfaction” the efforts and the progress 

achieved by both countries, as he underlined the significance of the process and its handling by the African 

countries themselves. He also stated his interest in the developments that have emerged in both countries in 

the area of prevention of conflicts and the development of good-neighborliness in their immediate area and 

their respective sub-regions. He called for renewed attention and further reinforcement of the African Peer 

Evaluation Mechanism (APEM) potential for securing peace and security and preventing conflicts because of 

its ability to “address this issue in all its dimensions, including dialogue among the peers on the deep and 

structural causes of tensions, crises and conflicts.” 

It is worth recalling that, since APEM’s creation, 12 countries have undergone an extensive evaluation and 8 

have submitted a report on the implementation of the plan of action generated by the process. 

Founding member of NEPAD and its evaluation mechanism (APEM), Algeria submitted its report in July 

2007 in Accra, Ghana, and its report on the implementation of its plan of action in January 2009 in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia. Both reports were “well received by the Forum of the Heads of State of APEM and continue to 

foster great interest among African countries.” 
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PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA MAKES AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO SPAIN (from page 1) 

 

At a joint press conference held with his Spanish counterpart Mr. Miguel Angel Moratinos, the Algerian Foreign Affairs 

Minister Mourad Medelci spoke of the “comprehensive” character of the Algerian-Spanish bilateral relations and stressed 

that they have achieved “extremely important strides”, namely in the area of commercial flows and investments. He said 

that “the number of Spanish firms in Algeria is constantly progressing”, adding that bilateral cooperation “is not focused 

on energy, but also on other sectors, such as water resources, fisheries, and services.” 

CALLING CORRUPTION ñA SOCIAL DISEASE THREATENING NATIONAL SECURITYò, 

PRESIDENT BOUTEFLIKA ORDERS ñSPECIAL AND CONSTANT SCRUTINY OF ASSETSò 

HELD BY OFFICIALS  

 

True to his commitment to the Algerian voters that he would fight corruption and embezzlement of public 

funds under any guise, President Bouteflika kept his word and ordered Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia to increase 

vigilance and apply the full weight of the law to sanction those who fail to keep the trust of the people. On December 13, 

2009, he signed Presidential Ordinance 13 whereby he ordered renewed efforts to fight corruption and demanded of his 

Government to take urgent measures to prevent it. Reflecting his concern in the face of alarming signs of a phenomenon 

that seems to afflict various sectors, the Head of the State ordered the Government to establish a list of all major official 

positions likely to be “exposed” to what he called a “social disease threatening national security” and keep the assets of 

their holders and those of their immediate dependents under “special and constant scrutiny.” In this context, the President 

underlined that this measure aims “to protect honest officials who serve the nation” while at the same time “dealing with 

indicators of corruption”, such as signs of “sudden wealth” by civil servants. Furthermore, the Algerian Government was 

ordered by the President to set up and enact legal procedures imposing on government officials “to make public their own 

assets and those of their spouse and children and to justify any changes in their individual or familial property.” 

Furthermore, implementation of Presidential Ordinance 13 will be enhanced by the support of the National Office for the 

Monitoring and Fight Against Corruption as well as by other governmental instances, including the Finance Council, the 

General Labor Inspection and the Central Bank. 

US AIR SCREENING LIST: MODIFICATIONS TO BE MADE, ANNOUNCES MS. SANDERSON  

 

US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs Janet Sanderson, announced on January 24, 2009, 

in Algiers that there will be "some modifications" into the American list of countries whose nationals must be 

subject to US airport security screening measures. "It is a policy that is under revision and that I think that there will 

be some modifications," Sanderson told reporters after her talks with Algerian Deputy Minister for Maghreb and 

African Affairs Abdelkader Messahel. 

Furthermore, she recalled that Algeria, which experienced "a nightmare decade" during the 1990s, has made 

"much" to counter the scourge of terrorism. 

PROFESSOR NOURREDDINE AMIR REELECTED TO THE UN COMMITTEE FOR THE 

ERADICATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION  

  

The Algerian candidate was “brilliantly reelected” on the first ballot to a third four-year term with a 

remarkable score of 150 votes out of 162 cast by voting Member States, during the 23rd meeting of States 

party to the International Convention for the Eradication of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, on January 

22, 2010. 

  

A statement released by the Algerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that “the reelection of Mr. Amir with 

such a large score within a human rights monitoring body represents an additional testimony of the credit 

enjoyed by Algeria within the United Nations.” 
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THE UNITED STATES ñAPPRECIATES 

ALGERIAôS LEADERSHIP IN THE 

MAGHREB AND IN THE SAHELò AND WISH 

TO DEVELOP A ñJOINT STRATEGYò 

BETWEEN THE AIR FORCES OF BOTH 

COUNTRIES 

  

The U.S. Air Force wants to 

strengthen and deepen its military 

cooperation with the Algerian Air 

Force by developing a “joint 

strategy”, said Major General 

Ronald R. “Ron” Ladnier, 

Commander, 17th Air Force and 

U.S. Air Forces Africa, with headquarters in 

Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 

 

On a three-day visit to Algeria, during which he met 

with Algerian top military officials, General Ladnier 

declared on January 26 in Algiers that the United 

States “appreciate the leadership role played by 

Algeria in the region in the areas of security and the 

fight against terrorism, which affect numerous 

countries of the Maghreb and the Sahel”, before 

adding that “we are ready to work with Algeria to 

ensure stability and address such challenges.” 

  

Underlining the wish of the United States for “a joint 

strategy” between the Algerian and American Air 

Forces, General Ladnier declared that “to be 

efficient, we should start by developing a strategic 

vision with Algeria” and that his visit “is to make 

sure that we are on the same wavelength as we build 

together an engagement plan for the future.” 

  

Recalling that Algeria and the United States are 

bound by a long history of friendship, that Algeria 

was one of the first countries to recognize the United 

States, and that his country was among the first to 

recognize the independence of Algeria, General 

Ladnier also indicated that military cooperation 

between the two countries is currently focused on 

training, exchange of aircraft technical data and 

intervention in cases of natural disasters and rescue”. 

 

This visit by Major General Ronald R. Ladnier is the 

third visit to Algeria by a U.S. high military official 

in less than 3 months and comes on the heels of those 

of Ambassador Vicki Huddleston, Deputy Assistant 

Secretary for Africa in the Office of the Secretary of 

Defense, and General William E. “Kip” Ward, 

Commander of the United States Africa Command. 

ALGERIA, QATAR INK 10 AGREEMENTS 

AND MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDINGS  

 

The 4th session of the Algerian-Qatari Joint 

Commission held in Algiers on January 24, 2009, 

culminated in the signing of ten agreements and 

Memoranda of Understandings (MoUs) in the 

economic, cultural and scientific fields, according to 

the session's minutes. In this respect, Foreign 

Minister Mourad Medelci and Qatari Minister of 

Energy and Industry Mohamed Ben Salah signed an 

agreement for the exemption of diplomatic, special or 

service passports holders of the two countries from 

the entry visas. 

Finance Minister Karim Djoudi and Qatari Energy 

and Industry Minister also signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding on quality norms and regulations.   

CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTER ON A TWO -

DAY VISIT TO ALGERIA  

 

Foreign Minister of the People’s Republic of China 

Yang Jiechi arrived in Algiers, on January 10, 2009  

for a two-day visit, at the invitation of Foreign 

Minister Mourad Medelci. Mr. Yang Jiechi was 

greeted on his arrival at Houari-Boumediene 

international airport by Mr. Medelci. During this 

visit, a protocol of economic cooperation and an 

agreement on legal aid in civilian and commercial 

issues will signed, the FM said. It falls under the 

framework of "reinforcement of friendship and 

cooperation relations" linking both countries and 

allow them to examine the bilateral cooperation. 

  

The two ministers have also broached the regional 

and international common –interest questions. "The 

excellent relations that tie Algeria and China gave 

this visit particular importance and aspect in view of 

more consolidation and diversification of their 

bilateral cooperation as well as closest coordination 

of their initiatives at the multilateral level," the same 

official concluded. 
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ALGERIAN PARLIAMENT DELEGATION 

IN BRUSSELS FOR THE EURO-

MEDITERRANEAN PARLIAMENTARY 

ASSEMBLY 

 

A delegation from Algeria’s People’s National 

Assembly took part in Brussels, Belgium, in the 

proceedings of the working group in charge of 

reviewing the rules and regulations of the Euro-

Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA). 

Established in December 2003 as the Barcelona 

Process Parliament and meeting once a year in 

ordinary plenary session, EMPA plays an 

advisory role on all issues relating to the Euro-

Mediterranean partnership and is in charge of 

following up on agreements concluded to that 

effect. EMPA has a membership of 260, split 

equally to represent the European Union and their 

partners from around the Mediterranean region, 

including Algeria. 

CHAIRMAN OF AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION 

HAILS ALGERIAôS ñMULTIFACETED 

CONTRIBUTIONò TO AU MISSION IN SOMALIA 

 

Addressing the issue of strengthening institutional 

capacity in Somalia and working towards reestablishing 

peace and security in that country before the 14th Summit 

of Heads of State and Government of the African Union 

on January 30, 2010, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the 

Chairman of the African Union Commission, Mr. Jean 

Ping, hailed “Algeria’s role for its multifaceted 

contribution in logistical support and use of its aircraft to 

transport the remaining battalions of the African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) peacekeeping forces 

deployed in Somalia.” Such “strategic” deployments, 

which Mr. Ping said are “undertaken under difficult 

conditions by the Algerian Air Force”, are aimed at 

strengthening the institutional capacities of that country 

and enabling it to restore peace and stability.” 

FINANCE LAW  

The latest version of the Finance Law is available at: www.algeria-us.org 

ALGERIA -LIBYA: PRIORITY TO TRADE  

  

Minister Delegate to the Minister of Foreign Affairs in Charge of Maghreb and African Affairs Abdelkader 

Messahel stressed on January 10, 2009,  that the sixth session Algerian-Libyan Follow-up Committee has given 

priority to trade between the two countries. Speaking on the sidelines of a ceremony for the signing of the Algerian-

Libyan Follow-up Committee meeting's minutes, Minister Messahel said the committee developed a working paper 

for the year 2010 aiming at "boosting commercial exchanges between the two countries." In this respect, he 

announced that a work team, made up of technicians from trade and customs sectors, will start working next week 

to make "proposals to facilitate bilateral trade". 

  

Algerian-Libyan Follow-up Committee, he added, "has managed to find solutions to pending issues" in terms of 

investment. In addition to the investment issue, the committee tackled a series of detailed projects relating to the 

fields of agriculture, hydraulics and infrastructures, underlining the possibility of extending cooperation to energy, 

scientific research, information and communication technologies and industry. The minister said the Algerian-

Libyan Follow-up Committee meeting's outcome will be submitted to the 13th joint executive committee meeting, 

due to be held next February in Tripoli.  



January 2010January 2010                        ALGERIA TODAYALGERIA TODAY                                                                                  Page  Page  66  

AMBASSADOR'S ACTIVITIES : 

 

 

 

Ambassador Baali meets with Under Secretary Sanchez 

On January 26th, Ambassador Abdallah Baali met at the Department of Commerce with Mr. 

Francisco Sanchez, Designate for Under Secretary of the International Trade Administration. 

During the meeting, Ambassador Baali and Under Secretary Sanchez reviewed the trade relations 

between the two countries and discussed ways to further strengthen them in 2010. 

They reviewed as well the preparations for the important US trade mission that will visit Algeria 

mid-February.  

 

 

Ambassador Baali meets with Deputy Assistant Secretary Wittes 

On January 13th, Ambassador Baali met at the State Department with Ms. Tamara Cofman 

Wittes, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs. This meeting was an 

occasion for Mr. Baali and Ms. Wittes to discuss exchanges and cooperation between the two 

countries especially within the framework of the Middle East Partnership Program (MEPI ).  

 

 

 

Ambassador Baali gives a lecture  at the National Defense University 

On  January 11th Ambassador Baali gave at the National Defense University a lecture on the 

political and economic situation of Algeria, its foreign policy, its security challenges and its 

relations with the United States.   

 

 

Ambassador Baali meets with Deputy Assistant Secretary Sanderson 

On January 8, 2010, Ambassador Abdallah Baali  met at the Department of State with 

Ambassador Janet Sanderson, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs.  During this 

meeting, Mr. Baali and Ms. Sanderson reviewed the current state of bilateral relations and 

discussed ways to further strengthen them  in 2010.   

  

 

 

Ambassador Baali meets with Attorney General Eric H. Holder, Jr. 

On January 7, 2010, Ambassador Abdallah Baali met, at the Department of Justice, with the 

Attorney General of the United States, the Honorable Eric H. Holder.  This meeting was an 

occasion for Messrs. Baali and Holder to review the current state of the bilateral cooperation in 

the judiciary field and to examine ways to further strengthen it.  They also discussed other issues 

of common interest.  

 

 

FORMAL LAUNCH OF THE ALGERIAN -AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR CULTURE, EDUCATION, 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  

 

The formal launch of The Algerian-American Foundation for Culture, Education, Science & Technology 

(AAFEST), was celebrated at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington on Friday, January 15, 2010. 

The evening program and reception featured H.E Abdallah Baali, Algerian Ambassador to the United States, Dr. 

Nina V. Fedoroff, Special Adviser to the Secretary of State on Science and Technology, and Dr. Elias Zerhouni, 

Chairman of the Foundation. Ambassador Baali delivered, on this occasion, a speech (see text of the speech at: 

www.algeria-us.org) in which he emphasized the closeness and solidity of the relations between Algeria and the 

United States and the necessity of reinforcing them in the fields of culture, education, science and technology. He 

underlined, in this respect, the role that the Foundation can play.  
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OIL REVENUES FOR 2009 EXPECTED TO REACH US$43 BILLION 

 

Minister of Energy and Mining Chakib Khelil adjusted in late December 2009 his previous forecast of US$40 billion of 

expected oil revenues for the past year, saying that they could in fact reach US$43 billion. The adjustment, said the 

minister, was due to a “net upward move of oil prices on the global market”, which are currently around US$70 a barrel, 

compared to US$34 in late 2008 and early 2009. 

Exports for the past year, on the other hand, have registered a 44.91% decline to US$43.68 billion, compared to US$79.29 

billion in 2008. Imports have also declined, although modestly, and totaled US$39.10 billion, compared to US$39.47 

billion in 2008, representing a 0.95% decrease. The significantly lower export revenues have affected the balance of trade 

surplus, which diminished to US$4.5 billion in 2009, as opposed to US$39.81 billion the year before. 

OVER A MILLION HOUSING UNITS DELIVERED BETWEEN 2005 AND 2009  

 

Minister of Housing and Urban Development Noureddine Moussa declared in Algiers on January 21, that 1,045,000 

housing units were delivered for occupancy, thereby largely satisfying to the requirement of 1,000,000 units set in the 

2005-2009 Plan. Mr. Moussa added that over the past few years his sector has improved the speed of delivery of housing 

units. For instance, 220,000 units were offered for occupancy in 2008 and 2009, compared to 120,000 the previous years. 

ALGERIAôS FOODSTUFF IMPORTS IN NET DECREASE IN 2009 

 

According to official figures released recently in Algiers by the National Center for Computer Science and Statistics 

(CNIS), Algeria imported far fewer foodstuffs in 2009 (US$5.8 billion) than it did in the previous year (US$7.8 billion), 

representing a 25% drop. However, the figures also reveal that Algerians tend to have a sweet tooth, since imports of 

sugar and sweets have increased by 29.57%, from US$439.14 million in 2008 to US$568.99 million in the past year. 

Furthermore, noted the CNIS report, meat imports have shown a slight increase (0.71%) over the past year, while other 

categories (cereals, semolina, flour, milk products, and legumes) have declined significantly, particularly in the case of 

cereals, semolina and flour which registered a 42.35% drop, totaling US$2.34 billion, compared to US$4.05 billion in 

2008. 

HEALTHY FINANCIAL SITUATION OF ALGERIA, A GOOD OMEN FOR 2010  

 

Experts from the Bretton Woods institutions, namely the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, who closely 

follow the reforms and economic recovery programs being implemented by Algeria view them favorably and the positive 

assessments that they have regularly made in that regard over the past few years are nothing but encouraging commentary 

on the performance achieved by our national economy and on the sound policies that have allowed Algeria to “withstand 

the severe shocks from the world markets.” 

Today, while the global economic crisis has forced numerous countries to request assistance from the IMF, that healthy 

financial situation allows Algeria to stand as a good example to emulate in terms of foresight and rigor in monetary policy 

as well as strengthening of macro-economic equilibriums. 

For that reason, it is worth stressing the wisdom of Algeria’s decision in 2005 to reduce drastically the foreign debt by 

reimbursing it ahead of time. According to World Bank figures, the country now has marginal external debt of US$4.5 

billion, equivalent to 3% of GDP in 2008. Today, the savings of 4,200 billion Algerian Dinars accumulated in the 

Revenue Regulation Fund (FRR) enable the country to cover needs in investment expenditures, all the while availing itself 

to the funds needed to cover any budget deficit, particularly in view of the decrease registered in hydrocarbon export 

revenues. Additionally to that, Algeria enjoys another asset that guarantees good financial health: Its foreign exchange 

reserves reached 146 billion dollars at the end of November 2009. 

Furthermore, according to a World Bank report issued in mid-January 2010, Algeria should experience net economic 

growth increase over the current, along with a 3.9% GDP growth and an improved current account balance. The report 

also predicts better results for 2011, forecasting a 4% increase of the GDP for that year. 
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SOLAR POWER FOR 460 NOMAD FAMILIES IN 

SOUTHWEST ALGERIA SINCE 2004 

 

Life in the Sahara Desert can be 

pretty harsh and demanding, 

particularly for nomadic populations 

who for generations have traveled 

very long distances under arid 

conditions in search of pastures for 

their sheep and goats, and relief and comfort for themselves. 

Obviously, under those conditions, electrical power is a 

rarity and those populations make do with traditional means. 

This is, however, no longer the case in the Wilaya 

(Province) of El Bayadh, in southwest Algeria, where 460 

nomad families have been enjoying the availability of 

power, solar power that is. While the Algerian Government 

has strived to connect much of this immense country (the 

second-largest in Africa and about six times the size of 

Texas) to electrical power, that is not easily done in vast 

areas in the desert or over the steppes and extending the grid 

over such distances would astronomically expensive. 

Thanks to the free and plentiful availability of solar energy, 

non-sedentary populations in 22 administrative districts 

(Communes), including Benoud, Brezina, and Labiod Sidi 

Cheikh, have been enjoying the multiple benefits of this 

clean and renewable energy since 2004. 

FIRST ALGERIAN WIND ENERGY 

FARM WILL BE BUILT BY 

FRENCH GROUP VERGNET 

 

The first Algerian wind 

energy farm, with a 

10MW output, will be 

built in the south-

western city of Adrar by 

French group Vergnet, who won the 

contract for the project, ahead of its 

main competitor, the German Ferrostaal 

Group, thanks to a responsive bid with 

competitive total investment cost and 

cost per kilowatt-hour of energy output. 

Vergnet’s winning bid proposed a total 

investment of 3.05 billion Algerian 

Dinars (AD) and 9,620 AD per kW/h, 

whereas Ferrostaal considered an 

investment of 4.92 billion AD and 

13,283 AD per kW/h. 

CONTRACTS AWARDED FOR CONSTRUCTION OF 80 ADDITIONAL HOTELS IN ALGERIA  

 

Contracts for construction of 80 new hotels throughout the national territory were awarded last January to a 

group of Algerian investors in an effort to enhance development in the housing sector. These contracts, fifth 

in a series awarded since 2008 will boost the number of hotels built to 420 units, declared Minister of Land 

Use Planning, Environment and Tourism Chérif Rahmani, who presided over the contract award ceremony in 

Algiers. The 80 new hotels will be spread out over 4 poles of excellence throughout the country, including 19 

in the North-East tourism pole with 1,424 beds, 24 in the North-Center region (2,854 beds), 22 in the North-

West region (1,020 beds), and 15 hotels in the Southern region, which will add 696 beds to the area’s 

hospitality sector. 
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TWO ALGERIAN BUSINESSWOMEN WINNERS OF SEVE AWARDS FOR 2009 

 

Samira Hadj Djilani and Soraya Hamiani, two successful business owners, are the winners of the “2009 SEVE 

Trophy” and “2009 SEVE Meritorious Award”, respectively. Established in 1993, SEVE, whose acronym stands 

for “Savoir et Vouloir Entreprendre” (How to want and establish your own business) is an association with a 

membership of close to 200 women business owners whose declared mission is to facilitate greater integration of 

women in the national economy. Over the years, it has awarded prizes to women involved in training, housing 

building, and new technologies. The “2009 SEVE Trophy” winner, Mrs. Samira Hadj Djilani, CEO of movie-

making firm ER-PROD, produced a 15-episode television series on the life and achievements of Aissat Idir, the late 

leader of the Algerian Workers General Trade Union (UGTA), which took two years to film and cost 120 million 

Algerian Dinars. Mrs. Soraya Hamiani was the winner of the “2009 SEVE Meritorious Award” for her leadership in 

conducting an expert review of management in the area of tourism focusing on the hospitality sector. SEVE also 

awarded an “Honor Prize” to the director general of the National Unemployment Insurance Company for its efforts 

to facilitate greater access of women aged 35 to 50 to a financing mechanism geared toward encouraging women to 

establish their own business in various economic areas and seek greater involvement in sectors such as trade. SEVE 

President, Mrs. Yasmine Taya, explained that awards for 2009 focused on the areas of tourism and culture to 

highlight “the challenges addressed by Algeria, namely in the area of tourism.” 

MINIATURE MODEL OF THE ALGIERS CASBAH AT THE SHANGHAI WORLD EXPO  

 

Algeria will exhibit a mock-up of the Algiers Casbah and miniature models of the new cities of Bouinan, Hassi 

Messaoud, and Sidi Abdallah under the roof of its 1,500 m2-pavilion at the Shanghai World Expo slated to open its 

doors from May 1 until October 31, 2010. Much to the appreciation of Chinese authorities, Algeria is one of the 

first among 192 invited countries and 50 international organizations to have confirmed its participation in a world 

event whose origins date back 150 years and held for the first time in a developing country under the slogan “Better 

City, Better Life” and dedicated to urban development. With over 100 million visitors expected, the 2010 Shanghai 

World Expo is certain to provide a good opportunity for Algeria to showcase age-old traditional architecture and 

future urban development projects. 

 

A website will offer virtual visits of the world exhibit. 

CHINESE EXHIBIT SHOWCASES MARVELS OF NATURE IN ALGERIA  

 

The beauty of Algeria’s nature sites and landscapes as well as Algerian-Chinese friendship were highlighted at an 

amateur photography exhibit recently opened at the Palais du Raïs’ (formerly Bastion 23) Arts Center in Algiers. 

On display were seventy-one pieces by Chinese workers employed by corporations active in different sectors of the 

Algerian economy and showcasing Saharan vistas, including one titled “Beauty of the Sahara”, and ceremonies 

typical of Southern Algeria, such as “Fantasia”. As some of the artists, selected among a large array of participants 

in a competition organized by the Embassy of China in Algiers, said that they used their work to reflect their 

appreciation of their host country’s millennia-old civilization and rich culture as well as the natural beauty of its 

mountains, rivers, and coastal and desert regions, others said they chose to “immortalize” sites such as the Hamma 

Experimental Arboretum (known as “Jardin d’Essai”) in Algiers and the flora and fauna of Algeria. 
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YENNAYER, THE BERBER NEW YEAR, CELEBRATED THROUGHOUT ALGERIA  

 

Known in Amazigh (the word for “Berber”) as “Yennayer”, in various regions of Algeria, the Berber New 

Year was celebrated this year throughout the country with much fervor, joy and communion. The holiday was 

hailed by various officials, including the Secretary General of the High Commissionership to Amazighité 

Youcef Merahi, as “an identity event of Amazigh history and culture”. In this respect, Mr. Merahi highlighted 

the “rich linguistic and cultural heritage of our country, which reflects the cultural diversity of its regions”. 

EFFORTS TO SAVE A TRADITIONAL 

INSTRUMENT PAY OFF IN ALGERIAôS DEEP 

SOUTH 

 

It is often said that performing certain tasks does 

“take a village”, implying that more than individual 

effort or dedication is required and that collective 

involvement is more likely than not to make reaching 

a goal a more achievable prospect. Consider, in this 

instance, the campaign launched a few years ago by 

“Save the Imzad”, a group of citizens in the city of 

Tamanrasset brought together by their desire to save 

an old - indeed quite old - traditional instrument 

played for millennia by the nomadic populations of 

Algeria’s Deep South region. Although this one-

string viola is still played by a few old-timers and 

aficionados of traditional folklore, “Save the Imzad” 

was concerned that with the passing of time a 

cherished part of local lore and traditional musical 

heritage may simply disappear. So, the association 

raised funds and launched a campaign that ultimately 

paid off when local, provincial and central authorities 

became involved and funds were allocated to build a 

cultural and arts center called “Dar Imzad”, the House 

of Imzad. What began as a local initiative to save a 

traditional instrument from falling into oblivion has 

now translated into a full-fledged well-funded effort 

to stimulate interest for local traditional culture and 

encourage artists in this vast area of the Sahara Desert 

to perform, write musical partitions, and spread the 

word about this heretofore neglected facet of 

Algeria’s rich and diverse cultural heritage. 

Additionally to the available funding (125.8 million 

Algerian Dinars), sponsors such as the Algerian oil 

and gas company Sonatrach and other donors have 

expressed interest in supporting what has become a 

more ambitious and worthy project. 

CONSTANTINEôS AHMED BEY PALACE 

SOON TO BECOME NATIONAL 

MUSEUM 

 

In life, Ahmed Bey was a fair and beloved 

ruler in the Constantine region. In death, the 

goodwill he generated among the populations 

earned him respect and even devotion. 

Centuries later, his legacy survived the passage 

of time and the city of Constantine and 

surrounding regions still enjoy the beautiful 

palace he left behind. Ranking among the 

major contributions to national cultural 

heritage, the sumptuous Ahmed Bey Palace is 

being restored and will be officially classified 

as a National Museum of Arts and Popular 

Traditions, similarly to the Museum of Dar 

Khdaoudj El Amia in Algiers. Ahmed Bey 

Palace, noted an official in charge of the 

restoration project, “is a major facet of 

Algeria’s ancient history” and “seems to 

emerge from a tale of One Thousand and One 

Nights”, in reference to the polychromes which 

ornate the palace interior and reflect “the 

history of Constantine at a time of great 

splendor under Ahmed Bey.” 
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FIRST INTERNATIONAL WOMENôS 

AUTOMOBILE RALLY  

 

Fifty women from 17 countries rallied 

competed in the first-ever “women only” 

automobile race across Algeria in early January 

2010, zipping from Algiers to Laghouat to 

Tlemcen and finally reaching Béchar, in south-

west Algeria. The race was won by Amel 

Babouche from Algeria. The winner, 33, said 

that she was delighted to win the race but also 

because the rally gave her opportunity to enjoy 

the beauty and splendor of her country. 

Sponsored and organized by private 

organization, the race was called “a total 

success” by the head of the Algerian Federation 

of Automotive Sports. 

ALGERIAN DEFENDER MADJID 

BOUGHERRA AWARDED ñARAB 

GOLDEN BALLò AND NAMED ñBEST 

ARAB SOCCER PLAYERò 

 

The internationally-ranked Algerian defender 

Madjid Bougherra, who plays with the Scottish 

First Soccer Division team Glasgow Rangers, was 

named “Best Arab Player for 2009” by the widely

-read Lebanese sports magazine “Elhadath Erri-

yadi. The magazine ran a poll among 158 sports 

reporters and soccer specialists from 17 Arab 

countries to designate the favorite player for 

2009. 

Bougherra, 27, earned the “Arab Golden Ball” 

award 22 years after another Algerian player, Ra-

bah Madjer, was selected in 1987 when his team 

FC Porto of Portugal beat 2-1 the Bayern of Mu-

nich, Germany, after a memorable heel kick by 

Madjer secured victory and entered world soccer 

annals. 

According to the poll, Madjid Bougherra was 

selected 13 points ahead of the Moroccan forward 

Marouane Chamakh, who plays in France with 

the Girondins de Bordeaux. 

Another Algerian player, Rafik Halliche, who 

plays with National-Madeira, Portugal, ranked 

second behind Ameur Abderrahmane of the Arab 

Emirates for the “Best Promising Player”. 

Finally, referee Mohamed Benouza of Algeria 

earned honorable ranking behind Emirati referee 

Ali Hamad, who won this year’s “Golden Whis-

tle” awarded to the best referee for 2009. 

GUIDE BOOK ON ALGERIA  

 

Among its efforts aimed at promoting our 

country’s image, the Embassy of Algeria has 

recently designed and published an “Algeria 

Guidebook”.  

With 2,000 English-version hard cover copies 

printed, this beautifully illustrated volume aims 

at disseminating better, accurate and up-to-date 

information on the history and culture of Algeria, 

as well as highlighting the country’s touristic 

potentialities and achievements in the areas of 

economic reforms. 

Publication of this “Algeria Guidebook” was 

made possible thanks to contributions from 

several Algerian corporations and numerous 

American companies operating in Algeria. 
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